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The willingness of Soviet
.... leaders to meet with representatives of the West for a discussion
of outstanding differences be.. tween them has raised hopes all
• over the world for a relaxation
of the tensions of the past
decade. Nor do these hopes
seem unjustified. The instability
~ of the Russian regime is now
,.. fairly apparent and appears to
reflect the unstable condition of
..., the internal Russian economy
which, in turn, reflects the weaknesses inherent in the geography
-., of the USSR. Until it pleases
Heaven to change the climates of
.. the USSR, the Russian people
--1 will always have a problem feeding themselves, and no economic
system can provide that which
Nature denies.
We have long hoped for the

EDITORS

conversations which are now
scheduled to take place. We have
now one additional hope: that
the leaders of the West will recognize their superior bargaining
position and will cautiously press
their advantage. What we seek
is a stabilized world, a world in
which both we and the Russians
can go about our business without having constantly to reckon
with the probability of a disastrous world war. But ultimately
such a world order must rest
upon a solid foundation of justice. Peace for its own sake has
never been a worthy goal and
usually demands the sacrifice of
principles without which peace
itself becomes, in the long run,
impossible.
In the settlement of any longcontinued argument there must
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necessarily be compromises on
both sides. The very word "compromise" has an ominous ring
for most Americans, so much so
that usually our statesmen are
forced to conceal compromises
under the guise of something
else. Perhaps it would be well for
us to face, very honestly, the fact
that compromises must be made
so that we will at least be prepared to say how far we are willing to go in conceding to the demands of the people on the
other side of the table.
It seems to us that, when compromises are discussed, the biggest single question that confronts us is the question of what
we are going to do about the
non-Russian peoples who lie behind the Iron Curtain. Can we,
in good conscience, stabilize the
world situation by throwing the
Latvians, Esthonians, Lithuanians, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians, Romanians, and Bulgarians to the Russian bear? If
we can not, what do we propose
to do about rescuing them?
~

Authorized Spokesmen
The W e s t e r n hand was
strengthened by the results of
the recent British elections which
returned Anthony Eden's Conservatives to power with the
largest majority any British gov-

ernment in recent years has enjoyed in Commons. A firmlyentrenched British Prime Minister and an almost universally
popular President of the United
States meeting with the present _ ,
uncertain leadership of the USSR
makes a happy contrast to the ~
situation at Potsdam just ten
years ago this month when both
we and the British had to con- -t _
front the monolithic regime of
Stalin with new and uncertain "
leadership.
.L
We must expect that Sir Anthony Eden will come to the
conference as leader of Her
Majesty's government, and not
as a mere proxy to be voted by
our representatives. It may be
sobering for us to reflect that
one reason for Sir Anthony's
popularity at home has been his
willingness and ability to stand
up to Mr. John Foster Dulles, a
statesman whom a great many
Englishmen rightly or wrongly
associate with what they consider American intransigence. At
the same time, we may take comfort from the fact that Sir Anthony has never been a peacefor-peace's-sake advocate. His behavior at the time of the Munich
sell-out marked him as a man
o£ courage and conviction. A
man who could obey the dictates
of principle in the face of the
Nazi tyranny can be expected to
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• uphold principles in the face of
the Red tyranny.
1
What the French representatives can or will do is the big
-1 question mark in the picture. No
• statesman has yet appeared who
can claim to speak for France,
nor is it likely that one will appear until France is ready to
speak with a united voice. This
1- is regrettable but, fortunately,
not disastrous. France's presence
at this conference must, to put it
~ bluntly, be considered a sentimental salute to her past glory
rather than a recognition of her
4.. present
importance in world
affairs.

l
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• Tory Triumph

•
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Returning to the subject of
the British elections for a moment, we can't help registering
->
our amusement at the interpretations that were put upon the
"' results by some of our GOP
... congressmen who professed to
see in Sir Anthony's triumph a
portent of things to come in our
-.~
own country next year.
Names can be confusing, and
.. in politics they often are. The
-1 British Conservative party contested the recent election on a
platform which would be too
"leftist" for the most liberal ele~ ments in either of our two major
parties. For all practical pur-

poses, the Conservatives were
running on a socialist platform
which promised a continuance of
their previous four years of moderate socialist government. They
had to. The British people would
never support a government
which proposed to undo the
socialization of the Attlee ministry.
We are not trying to say that
the British people are right or
wrong in their preference for
moderate socialization. We are
saying that the Conservative
party in England is not an overseas chapter of the Republican
party in our country. Republican leaders who delude themselves with hopes of riding back
to power on some sort of a trend
had better wake up before it is
too late. The American people
in 1956 will not be choosing between a highly respected group
of old aristocrats and a very confused group of trade-unionists
and intellectuals. They will be
choosing between two conservative parties. Which party gets
their nod is likely to depend primarily upon the personalities of
the presidential nominees .
~

Who Wants Safety?
We can understand (although
we can not approve) the thirst
for adventure which some people

4
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seem to develop when they seat
themselves behind the wheel of a
car. There are people in the
world who seem to need the
tang of risking their lives occasionally and perhaps they are
entitled to the satisfaction of
this need.
It happens, though, that this
need conflicts with the much
more general desire for safety on
our highways. And it seems to
us that motor car manufacturers
are much more conscious of the
wishes of the adventurous few
than they are of the wishes of
the safety-minded many. Otherwise, why should they be furnishing us, every year, with
automobiles specifically designed
to furnish power greater than
our highways are built to handle
and that the ordinary driver is
capable of controlling?
We know the answer that Detroit gives to the question. They
say that it is their job to build
everything that is practically
possible into their cars and that
it is up to the state to take care
of the highway problem. They
say that the extra power which
they build into their cars represents an extra safety factor for
emergency situations and that it
is up to the motorist to use the
necessary caution in the operation of his car. But neither of

CRESSET

these arguments, it seems to us,
is entirely realistic.
The shameful toll of death on
our highways clearly indicates
that we are too much at the
mercy of the irresponsible driver
possessed of a lethal machine.
Teen-agers are trusted with the
same destructive potential as is
the mature family man. Roads
built for Model-Ts are as open
to the sports car as they are to
the slow-moving sightseer. The
road is open and almost anybody
can get a license. These are the
constants in the situation. The
variable is the constantly increasing power of the automobile.
Given such an equation, the
product must almost necessarily
be a constantly growing highway
death toll. And that is, as a matter of fact, the prospect that
confronts us. Perhaps eventually
we will become c o n c e r n e d
enough to do something about
changing the constants or reducing the variable. But we
haven't got to that point yet and
until we do all of our talk about
safety will be slightly hypocritical.
~

Tyrant Unmasked
Enemies of the Church always
make a big thing of the alleged
collusion between the Church
and the controlling elements in
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society. The Church is accused
of being on the side of the secular powers, against "progress,"
and for the status quo.
And yet it is a historical fact
... that whenever a tyrant comes to
t power, he sooner or later finds
himself forced into an open conflict with the Church. Napoleon
did, Hitler did, Stalin did, and
-"'- now Peron, down in Argentina,
~ finds himself in a struggle with
the Roman Catholic Church. It
might almost be said that opposition to the Church is one of
~ the marks of the tyrant.
-..11..
The situation in Argentina is
a complicated one but at least
one significant understanding
.. can be drawn from it. Even the
most accomodating and com• pliant Church must, if only for
the sake of its own survival,
draw a line somewhere between
..., the things that are Caesar's and
the things that are God's. And it
• is in the nature of dictatorships
... to demand that the whole of society and of the human personality lie within the area of Caesar.
._ A conflict is, therefore, ultimately inevitable.
.. And in such a struggle, the
_, Church, no matter how conservative or even reactionary it may
_. have been painted by its critics,
turns out to be the conservator
_, and defender of "liberal" and
"humane" values. Archbishops
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in their medieval gowns represent the "common man's" defense against the shirt-sleeved
demagogue. Peron and his crowd
claim to speak for the common
man. We shall see in the months
ahead whether the common man
will follow his political masters
or his priests. Our money is on
the priests.
~

Dayton Revisited
Thirty years ago this month,
in the little town of Dayton,
Tennessee, newspapermen from
all over the country gathered to
report what was billed as the
trial of the century. A young
biology teacher named Scopes
had run afoul of a Tennessee
state law which forbade the
teaching of Darwinian evolution
in the public schools. On hand
to help the state make its case
against Scopes was William Jennings Bryan, thrice Democratic
candidate for the presidency and
an amateur theologian. Chief
counsel for Scopes was Clarence
Darrow, the nation's ablest trial
lawyer and an amateur philosopher.
Scopes was the technical defendant but within a very short
time after the trial began it became obvious that Mr. Bryan
was the actual defendant. Darrow went after him mercilessly,
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showing no pity for Bryan's advanced age or his befuddled
mind. In the end, Scopes was
convicted but got off with a
token penalty. Bryan, worn out
and shaken in soul, died soon
after the end of the trial.
The trial has always fascinated
us and we have read many accounts of it. What strikes us always is the tragic figure of Bryan.
Here was a man putting up a
dogged fight for convictions
which he would have described
as basic to his very faith. Yet, in
retrospect, even one who admires
the old man's courage has to say
that he was fighting "the wrong
war in the wrong place at the
wrong time."
The trouble was that Bryan,
like many another good but mistaken Christian, was trying to
subdue a rationalist with his own
weapons. He was trying to defend what he himself accepted as
miraculous on logical grounds.
He was trying to rationalize the
non-rational. It makes no difference whether one agrees or
disagrees with Bryan's reading
of the early chapters of Genesis.
The fact was that he could not
hope to defend such a reading
from within Darrow's frame of
reference, and he was not clever
enough to keep himself disen·
tangled from Darrow's framework.

The tragic consequences of ..
Bryan's rashness might we 11
serve as a warning to others who
are tempted to have a go at challenging the presuppositions and .,.
conclusions of the life scientists. ..
Biblical textual criticism is a I(
profound study in itself. The
sciences of geology, genetics, anthropology, and biology are profound studies in themselves. -~
Questions about the origin and
age of the earth, and especially ~
about the origins and develop- -'
ment of life may appear to be
simple on the surface but they 1-become a lot more difficult when
one gets down to the basic data
-the actual Scriptural text and
the evidence from the physical
earth. People who approach ,.
these data with inadequate back- •
ground serve only to further
muddy the waters which have
already been muddied more than <..
enough. And in doing so, they
imperil souls, either by preach- ..,
ing as doctrines the command- ..
ments of men or by subtracting
from the words of the Book of
Life.

•

We would urge that whatever
apparent conflicts there may be ..
between certain traditional in- ~
terpretations of Genesis and certain conclusions of the scientist ...
be referred to theological and
scientific specialists for study and r
resolution, and that the rest of

- -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - -

JULY

., us give our attention to those
teachings of the Faith which,
while not disputed, have more
immediate relevance for the livY~ ing of our daily lives. Our Lord
_ is not likely to ask most of us
how we fit Homo Neanderthalis
-t into the account of the sixth day
of creation but He is certainly
going to ask us what we did
about the hungry, the thirsty,
the naked, the sick, and the im_,. prisoned.

l

GAW
Somewhere, not too long ago,
we read that, despite periodic reverses and occasional recessions,
our economy has been expanding
• during the past half-century at
~ an average rate of seven percent
a year. Whether this expansion
will go on indefinitely into the
...; future, we do not know and
probably nobody knows for sure.
" That this expansion will go on
.. for the next half-century seems
to be relatively certain, chiefly
because of our growing population. This expansion is a part of
...., the background against which
.. labor, spearheaded by the United
Auto Workers, is seeking a guar~ anteed annual wage.
Looked at in the light of longrun trends, labor is seeking
""' nothing more than its fair share
of our economic prosperity,
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spread evenly over the year. The
one obvious puzzler in the situation, from management's standpoint, is that this seven-percent
expansion is a smoothed-out average for a period of a number
of years. Within any given year,
company operations follow a cyclical pattern of heavy labor demand, involving considerable
overtime, and light labor dem a n d, resulting in lay-offs.
Labor leaders claim that, with
proper planning, the cycle can
be smoothed off to give a greater
uniformity of labor demand the
year round. Management doubts
that this is possible, at least to
the extent that would be necessary to guarantee an annual
wage to its employees .
Those of us who come out of
factory-workers' hom e s know
what lay-offs mean. They are not
merely economic set-backs. They
have some pretty unpleasant psychological effects, too. Not the
least of these unpleasant psychological effects is the sudden,
sharp reminder to the worker
that he is only an employee of
the company, not a co-worker
with capital and management in
the production of needed goods.
His contribution of skill and
time is presumed to have been
fully paid for by the payroll
clerk at the end of each working week. Even if this were true

8
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(and we don't think it is), it is
not the sort of thing we should
want human beings to have to
feel. Every man needs to feel
that he is doing a job which can
be only partly compensated with
money. He needs to feel that he
is needed over the long run, even
if at any given moment there is
nothing for him to do.
The guaranteed annual wage
would help to give the worker
this sense of belonging. The one
big question that remains to be
answered is whether such a
guaranteed wage is feasible. This
question can probably be answered only by experience. Certainly it would be worthwhile to
experiment with the idea, over a
period of perhaps five years.
This would require management
to run a risk which would, indeed, be a real risk. In return
for such a risk on the part of
management, labor ought to be
willing to agree to re-examine
its position if it becomes apparent that the scheme is unworkable.
What we fear is that labor will
demand, management will concede, and after a while government will end up holding the
tab in the form of some sort of
"insurance" or "guarantee of the
guarantee." We are quite willing to give a fair hearing to socialism under its own name and

on its own merits. But we don't
like this business of selective socialism brought in by the back
door for particular economic
blocs which are able to command -..
special favors from the govern'•
ment.

·. J

~

A Valuable Book
Book reviews belong in the
book review section, but a recent
publication of the American
Bible Society seems to us to deserve special notice. It is a new
edition of the New Testament,
produced by rotogravure in
modern "picture book" style,
and titled The Good News. Primarily the work of Dr. Gilbert
Darlington, treasurer of the
ABS, the book contains 566
photographs, nine maps, and six
diagrams to illustrate and clarify
various portions of the New
Testament text in the light of
recent archeological and historical studies.
Unrest in Bible lands gave
urgency to the preparation of
t he volume, Dr. Darlington
pointed out. "By accident or
through international violence,"
Dr. Darlington said in a prepublication letter, "the treasures
of New Testament times may be
destroyed. The Good News will
preserve a record of inscriptions,
statues, temples, and cities."
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For some of the photographs,
lengthy negotiatiOns were required. One such picture is of
the small volcanic island of Patmos, where St. John wrote the
Apocalypse, and which required
the permission of the air ministries of the British and Greek
governments, the Greek Information Service, and the U.S.
Civil Aeronautics Board.

teachers would find the book a
really valuable help. But parents
of small children are also likely
to find it worth having, because
of the visual techniques which
- ...
it employs and particularly since
the text is basically that of the
Revised Standard Version, rather than some watered-down
"children's text." We have long
doubted the wisdom of assumWe have found the book ing that children can not underthoroughly fascinating. For ex- stand good literature and must,
.._ ample, opposite the portion of t h e r e f o r e, be subjected to
the Gospel of St. John which translations into the comic-book
tells of Jesus' healing the man patois.
~
born blind when He told him to
Not the least of the virtues of
"Go, wash in the pool of The Good News is its price,
Siloam," there is a recently- $2.00. The book can be ordered
.., taken photograph of the pool from the American Bible Soand a picture of a 2700-year-old ciety, 450 Park Avenue, New
<W'
Hebrew inscription carved in a York, or it may be possible to
tunnel near the pool.
find it in bookstores in the
We think that pastors and larger cities.

-

.
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In America, where every man is as good as another and
a great deal better, we show no marked reverence for anybody.
-

WALTER LowRIE,

and Un essential

Action in the Liturgy-Essential

~
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By AL F RED

R.

LOOMAN

.-<-

for Chrysler Corporation. On . ._
first reading, we didn't get the
significance of the "van Looman" which a p p e a,. s in his _._
column and had to be told it
was based on a technique used
by another author, H endrik Willem van Loon.
•

When the writer of a column
finds he is too busy or too lazy
to write one, he calls upon a
friend to serve as guest columnist. That is what we have done
this month. We were too busy
and so we called on a friend, Mr.
Arthur H. Wormet, to write this
month's AD LIB. Mr. Worm et
is a Christian gentleman who is
fond of travel, and has done a
lot of it, and who enjoys meeting people, and has met a lot of
them . In the years we have
known him, we have met a number of M1·. Wormet's friends and
acquaintances, some of whom
you will meet in this column.
While all of them may not have
been as normal as the man next
door, they were, invariably, interesting. A native of Friendship,
Wisconsin, Mr. Wormet now
lives in Detroit where he works

* * *

I've come to agree with van
Looman that the secret of a successful dinner party is a well .,..
chosen guest list. An idea I suspect he lifted from one of those •
fabulous banqueteers of the an- ..
cient world-Plutarch, perhaps.
Van Looman uses the same
recipe for guest lists and salads .
It's really quite simple. Crisp •
greens, colorful vegetables, and ..
a snappy dressing.
•
For some time I've been thinking of giving a dinner party.
Now I wouldn't consider invit10
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ing anyone I didn't know personally, but I find that in my
pantry of acquaintances are
plenty of ingredients for a superior guest list. Some of them
you may have heard of.
Following the van Looman
technique, I'd begin with the
dressing. It takes quite a bit of
oil and vinegar in proper mix.
Out in the Golden West where
all desires can be satisfied by
looking around, I found a rare
combination of tart smoothness
in a restaurateur-the mistress of
Valhalla.
With restrained smile she
greets a Nob Hill matron on a
foggy early evening. Then placing a warm arm around his
shoulder she leads a man who
should get moving from bar to
door. Sally Stanford handles
everyone with the greatest of
ease.
A woman who knew the
twenties in her twenties and remembers them in a gay-nineties
atmosphere: the bird cages, the
gilded paintings, the plush sofas.
Befriender of man and beast.
And a good cook, too. One who
can slip from salad apron to
satin black before your eyes and
never let you realize she's done
it.
Sally has it-the sharpness of
a dago wine ... the pervading
calm of a sanctuary. How friend-
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ly was our last farewell! How
eager I am to see the hydrangea
cascading down her upswept
hair! And listen to the latest
happenings in Baghdad-by-theBay.
And into the oil and vinegar
would go exotic spices. Phyllis
Curtin has a sultry stage presence
and is at her best running the
wide range of Latin American
rhythms. She is tall and straight
with dark hair.
Gradually her personality reveals its fullness-the perceptible
opening of a tropical bloom.
Once captivated by this soprano,
a listener will follow her down
many a musical byway he never
intended to visit. He finds himself enjoying a tenth-century
hermit song and a modern lullaby. Phyllis never travels far on
the romantic box office circuit.
And wonder of wonders, at a
reception after the concert, our
thrush can charm with witty,
friendly conversation. Like the
cloves, peppers, and other spices,
she doesn't want to leave the
party. But gone, her presence
lingers there for quite some time.
Partly because Phyllis and my
wife went to Wellesley, we have
been able to spend some time
with her. I hated to see her leave
our little musical soiree. We
can't see her do Milhaud's
"Medea" this month and prob-

12
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ably the only way to see her
again is to have her for this dinner party.
Darius Milhaud will be our
garlic-that pungent Latin flavor
without which no party and no
salad is complete.
He'll come rolling through
the door in a wheelchair, a huge
hulk of a man invalided since
birth, I believe. But the moment
he begins to talk and laugh,
we'll see him only as the bon
vivant and homme du monde he
truly is.
Off we'll go on wings of word
to his boyhood home in the
south of France. Back and forth
we'll dash between Paris and
San Francisco just as he does
every other year. He loves
"teaching the beautiful young
ladies at Mills College in California but one must keep one's
finger in the pie at the Paris
conservatory."
These and many other delightful tidbits of his biography he
told our little music club one
wintry night. The composer had
stopped over enroute from the
West Coast to Milan, Italy, for
the premiere of his latest opera.
The little jaunt was sandwiched
in on a Christmas holiday from
Mills.
Yes, I think it's safe to say we
can count on Monsieur Milhaud

for "provencal song and sunburnt mirth."
My third and fourth grade
teacher, Mrs. W. S. Bennett, will
be the colorful, home-grown
vegetables, those nourishing vitamin foods so dependable in any
meal.
To the boys and girls in my
home town of Friendship, Wisconsin, Mrs. Bennett brought
the color of the great Wild West
for she was the widow of Buffalo
Bill's doctor. We studied her
pictures and feathers and trinkets. And then our Indian games
and rodeos, our popguns and
bows and arrows seemed truly
genuine.
For all the aura of romance
surrounding her, she was most
approachable. A lad of four who
wanted to explore the building
with the big blackboards dared
to drop into her class. He was
assigned a seat and a coloring
job and only years later realized
his presumption.
A home-grown American was
Mrs. Bennett. Small towns were
better because she lived there.
She sent one son to Flanders
Field and another to Oxford as
a Rhodes scholar. And her daily
inspiration comes from the sun,
the birds, the flowers, and the
visits of her friends.
A salad and a party can't be
all flash and fireworks, garlic
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and spice. Both need the cool,
crisp greens, the solid citizens, as
a bland backdrop against which
the more colorful actors can perform.

For this role in our party I'd
ask a Harvard classmate, Norwegian Erling Lorentzen. Erling
is a Viking, weathered and ruddy, tall and lean. He sails and
skiis. School was something to be
fitted between summer a n d
._ winter sport seasons.
A good listener, he was a
member of the strong backbone
~
which makes a class an entity
and lets the more colorful members flash intermittently. I can
see him at dinner filling a chair,
• smiling from time to time, and
• giving the right answer to any
question which falls his way.
And occasionally Erling might
ask a question-as he did when
-. he won the hand of the Princess
., of Norway.
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Salt from the sea and our
salad will be ready. Captain J.
M. Ellicott, as far as I know, still
commands the bridge at the
Mare Island Officers Club. This
may not seem so remarkable unless you know that he returned
from retirement for active duty
with the Fleet in World War I.
Presented to Queen Victoria
as an ensign, he sailed through
the hard tack which made men
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of boys. Over 90 he nears the end
of life's cruise but alert and active he is young at heart.
His sea stories will be spellbinding. I remember my favorite which he savours with a martini. "Dr. Johnson who was at
the hospital thirty years ago used
to warn me, 'Captain, those
mixed drinks aren't good for
you. Bourbon and water would
be much better.' " After pausing
for another swallow of gin and
vermouth, Captain Ellicott concludes in his commanding style,
"Dr. Johnson's dead!"
But he has another quality of
greatness. His point count system for contract bridge was
copyrighted in the mid-thirties.
And if you ask him to comment
on the latest Culbertson or
Goren gimmick, he complies
with, "Some day those boys will
hit the hull's eye with the perfect system. And when they do,
it will be mine!"
By the way, the Ellicott Slam
Cup was the only trophy I've
ever held, so naturally its donor
occupies a soft spot in my
heart. And I think a rubber of
bridge perks up any party.
Yes, I believe even van Looman would approve of this salad.
Come to think of it he'd be a
good cheese. Oh well, another
party, another salad.
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CIVIL Ll BERTI ES:

The Role of the Courts
By

ALFRED

w.

,_

MEYER

Teaching Associate in Law, Indiana University

The conferral of the law degrees at the Harvard University
Commencement is preceded by
the reading of a citation which
describes one of the functions of
the legal profession as the
preservation of "those wise restraints which make men free."
In spite of this guardianship bestowed on its graduates by Harvard, political and legal scholars
are in wide disagreement as to
the role of the courts in the protection of civil liberties against
governmental interference. Under the political theory of our
Constitution, this disagreement
should not exist since government was denied the power to
govern in the area of the "inalienable rights of man". Under
such a limited government there
will be no interference with
liberty and freedom. Not only

does this beg the question however, but also it does not accord
with reality. Liberty depends
for its ultimate realization on
authority. Liberty which undermines government is self-destructive. Every defeat of authority is
not a gain for individual freedom. The balance to be struck
cannot be formalized by abstract
phrases. The Bill of Rights did
not, and could not, eliminate
the conflicts between authority
and liberty which, in the past
decade, have been fought between national security and individual political freedom. It is in
this controversial framework that
we ask the question: What is the
justification in a democracy for
granting to the only non-elective
branch of our Federal ' government, the judiciary, the power to
invalidate balances struck between liberty and authority by
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the elective branch, the legislature?
The orthodox answer is simply
stated. In the words of the first
Supreme Court Justice to nullify
a Congressional act, "it is em_, phatically the province and duty
of the judicial department to
say what the law is." Since the
Constitution is the "supreme
law of the land" the judiciary
must invalidate any mere legislative law which conflicts therewith. But this answer involves
two assumptions. First, it asIL
sumes that the judiciary is the ul·
timate judge of constitutionality
_.. and, second, it assumes that the
text of the civil liberties provisions of our Constitution admits
..; of judicial interpretation and
"' application in the same sense
that "law" is interpreted and
applied.

~:
1

~

•

Is the Court Ultimate?

No specific mandate for the
first assumption is to be found in
the Constitution. Jefferson and
his spiritual heirs have long
..,. argued that the doctrine of
"' separation made each branch of
our government-legislative, ex-.~ ecutive, and judicial-the constitutional judge of its own
powers. Not only judges, but
~.
also the Congress and the President are charged with the duty
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of upholding the Constitution.
How can there be a true system
of checks and balances and separation of powers when one of the
three branches exercises a final
veto power over the acts of the
other two? Jefferson, however,
fought a losing battle, as did his
followers. Political and legal historians continue to debate the
philosophic and historic justification of the existence of the
power of judicial review, but it
has been an academic debate.
Since Justice Marshall's famous
opinion in the case of Marbury
v. Madison) decided in 1803, one
finds judicial unanimity on the
proposition that the power exists. Although it is a rare occasion when Justice Frankfurter
speaks for the entire Supreme
Court, such an occasion was perhaps present when he said: "Our
right to pass on the validity of
legislation is now too much part
of our constitutional system to
be brought into question."
In contrast to the judicial accord on the existence of the
power to nullify legislation is
the judicial discord on the conditions under which the power
should be exercised. Thus it is
the rare civil liberties case that
does not provoke a dissenting
opinion by a Supreme Court
Justice and it is usually a dissenting opinion concurred or
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joined in by several of his colleagues. To understand this discord, we must examine the second of the assumptions of our
orthodox answer-that the text
of the civil liberties provisions of
the Constitution admits of a
"legal" interpretation.
~

Are Principles Law?
The Constitution is primarily
and instrument which distributes
political power. But it does more
than this. Our Constitution lays
down general principles to limit
and define the just exercise of
political power and it is these
principles that define our civil
liberties. " ... nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law... " "Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press... " These
are the standards which a court
must apply when liberties and
freedoms are alleged to have
been abused by governmental
action. But do these standards
furnish sufficient criteria for
their interpretation and application?
The most frequently cited
Supreme Court case which defined the "liberty" protected by

the due process of law clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment is
famous partly for the fact that
the nine member Court was split
five to four in its decision. Similar Court divisions are found in
those cases applying the more
specific provisions of the disestablishment and free exercise
of religion clauses of the First
Amendment. Legislatures in our
country do not establish religions
in the sense that one church is
given and another denied governmental sanction. Legislatures
do not deny individuals their
rights to worship a god of their
choice. But legislatures have
given certain taxation immunities to churches; they have allocated funds for textbooks, bus
transportation, and free lunches
in parochial schools; they have
denied the Mormons their right
to practice polygamy. No matter
how confidently or how glibly
one rattles off the phrases of the
the First Am e n d me n t, the
phrases do not command specific
legislative conduct that reasonable men or reasonable judges
would agree upon in application.
What is clearly constitutional to
Justice Reed is clearly unconstitutional to Justice Black. If
"law" is defined as a command
for specific conduct, the civil
liberties provisions of the Constitution fall far short of the
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definition. Judge Learned Hand,
a distinguished elder statesman
of the law, says it this way:
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Who Preserves Liberty?

approaches of despotism." They
have forbidden the teaching of
German in the public schools;
they have banned "socialists"
from their chambers; they have
made unlawful the teachings of
ideals other than "those now or
henceforth existing under the
Constitution and laws of this
State"; they have made the
Negro a second class citizen.
The list could be indefinitely
extended. It was these laws that
provoked the Supreme Court's
intervention on many occasions,
and it is here, if any place, that
judicial review has justified itself. No one can deny the constructive influence of the Supreme Court in slowly but surely
asserting the right of the Negro
to vote and to travel, live, and
have an education without segregation.

But what will become of our
civil liberties if the courts do
v not restrict and nullify legislative abuses? Can the legislature
be trusted to maintain a proper
balance between authority and
liberty? Certainly the record of
State civil liberties legislation
" does not confirm the faith of
.., Jefferson in the principle of majority rule unchecked by the
courts. From these legislatures
has flowed the long list of
-1
laws which "display the intemperance of faction and the first

In contrast to the many instances of Supreme Court nullification of State legislative action, we find that Federal civil
liberties legislation has en joyed
relative immunity from court interference. This does not mean
that the Federal government is
held to a less strict standard by
the Constitution. On the contrary, the Federal government is
more strictly bound by the Constitution than are the States. The
reasons for the discrepancy between court interference with

·•

Nothing which by the utmost
liberality can be called in terpretation describes the process by
which they must be applied ...
they are not law at all; they are
cautionary warnings against the
intemperance of faction and the
first approaches to despotism ...
The answers to the questions
which they raise demand the appraisal and balancing of human
values which there are no scales
to weigh ... How far are children
wards of the state so as to justify
its intervention in their nurture?
Where does religious freedom end
and moral obliquity begin? As to
such questions one can sometimes
say what effect a proposal will
have in fact ... But when that is
done, one has come only to the
kernel of the matter, which is the
choice between what will be
gained and what will be lost.
~

...,j
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State and Federal legislation are
many and complex. In the first
place, under our governmental
system, the States retain many of
the sovereign powers of government and, as a result, most legislation affecting the rights of individuals comes from State governments. But this is not the
whole answer. The continuing
crises of national defense have
resulted in many conflicts between Congressional action to
preserve national security and
the political rights and freedoms
of individuals. It is in this area
of conflict that the majority of
the Supreme Court has stayed its
hand over the protest of a small,
but vigorous minority. Not one
Congressional a c t concerning
civil liberties has been declared
unconstitutional. Does this mean
that Congress has always achieved
the perfect balance between liberty and authority? Or does it
mean that the Supreme Court
has failed to exercise its function of preserving and applying
the constitutional civil liberties
protection? That both of these
questions can consis~ently be
answered in the negat1ve 1s the
key to an understanding of the
fallacy in relying upon courts
for civil liberties protection.

Liberties Rooted In Minds
Constitutionality of legislation
as determined by the courts must
never be confused with wisdom
of legislation as determined by
the people and their representatives in the legislatures. The liberal who relies on constitutional
standards to sustain his position
is not a liberal at all. Minimum
testing standards are and must
be used by the courts in determining constitutionality. Therefore minimum protection for
civil liberties is all that is accorded by court action. Legal
considerations cannot be substituted for political considerations.
Laws are not "good" because
they are declared constitutional
by the courts.
There is no automatic judicial
review of legislation in our system of government. Most laws
are not subjected to judicial
scrutiny. Emphasis on the role
of the courts only serves to distract attention from the real issues and to lull both the people
and their legislatures into a false
sense of security about personal
liberties and freedoms. Harvard's
Zechariah Chafee wisely warned
that "the victories of liberty must
be won in the mind before they
are won in the courts" and that
"the nine Justices of the Supreme Court can only lock the
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door after the Liberty Bell is
stolen."
So far we have spoken of freedom and liberty as if we knew
what we were talking about. Actually the words defy analysis.
Liberty, like democracy and
freedom, has been the rallying
cry of those who hold quite opposite beliefs. Lincoln's comment
on liberty was: "Both sides pray
to it and each invokes its aid
against the other." The danger
presented by the use of such
slippery words is that they avoid
what Justice Holmes called "the
intolerable labor of thought."
We may express our faith in an
absolute and utlimate freedom
in the words of the collect:
"Whose service is perfect freedom." But this "perfect freedom" is far different from the
imperfect freedom of the political world. The black and white
approach of the "liberal" and
the "conservative" alike has shed

.

1

19

more darkness than light on the
political dilemmas of liberty. If
we must have a working definition of liberty it is difficult to
improve on that given by Judge
Learned Hand:
Liberty is an essence so volatile
that it will escape any vial however corked. It rests in the' hearts
of men, in the belief that knowledge is hard to get, that man must
break through again and again
't he thin crust on which he walks,
that the certainties of today may
become the superstitions of tomorrow; that we have no warrant
of assurance save by evaluating
readiness to test and test again.

In answer to what would become of the constitutional civil
liberties safeguards without judicial intervention, Hand replies:
A society so riven that the spirit
of moderation is gone, no court
can save; that a society where
that spirit flourishes, no court
need save; that in a society
which evades its responsibility by
thrusting upon the courts the nurture of that spirit, that spirit in
the end will perish .

..,. !

The Christian's Responsibility
In Business Life
By

RicHARD

E.

MEIER,

President

Interstate Finance Corporation, Evansville, Indiana

troduction they serve rather as a . . . . .,
montage, a backdrop, for my re4
marks; they establish the spirit
of humble but persistent in- .._
quiry as the philosophy motivating these remarks.
Patently, this approach entails
some risks, not only as to the
propriety of choice of method
thus employed; but, more im- •
portantly, as to the constructive
value of controversy toward the ~'
realization of the objectives of
the discussion. The risks will have
been justified if I do succeed in
._
stimulating objective thought,
even though complete or partial • ·
repudiation of the views expressed should result.
Following the presentation of
the two premises, I shall have
something to present briefly on
the profit system and on man- "'
agement leadership. Then, more ~
as a Christian layman than as a
Christian business man, some
points will be made on Demo-

In . an article such as this it
would be possible and-possibly
expedient-for me to deal with
the subject of the "Christian's
Responsibility in Business Life"
in such general and broad terms
and so indisputably within the
accepted view that unanimous
agreement on the part of all of
my readers would follow. It being the purpose of the article to
provoke discussion, however, it
seemed to me appropriate that I
spend a little time in stating two
premises upon which the conclusions I have reached are based,
in the belief that a validation of
the premises will make obvious
the conclusions.
In the belief that some value
may be gained through selfexamination, these two premises
are introspective. One of them
relates to the church-at-large; the
other to our Lutheran bodies.
Neither of them directly impinges upon the subject; as in-
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cratic Freedom-and on Science
and "Materialism".
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of God" in our presumption that
we are "the light of the world".
~

...,.

First Premise
An exhaustive search of church
history is hardly necessary to discover that while Christianity, as
a corollary of its spiritual authority, embraces the highest
standards of ethical conduct by
which man has ever been challenged, much of the practice of
its adherents has been and is
characterized by the most glaring and illogical inconsistencies.

.

.,

These inconsistencies h a v e
punctuated every century of the
Christian era-each one replete
with crimes, wars, dictatorships,
martyrdoms, murders, and inhumanities perpetrated against
or imposed upon the suffering
peoples of the earth and brought
in the name of the Gentle Master
of Galilee. Even today, in this
enlightened age and in this nation of political freedom, the
Christian ethic operates with the
greatest of difficulty, not alone
as between believers and nonbelievers but, amazingly, between
and within the organized groups
that claim a common Lord. In
sad contrition we must admit to
ourselves, to the world, and to
our God, that we have come and
are today "far short of the glory

Second Premise
I am seizing this occasion as a
"once-in-a-lifetime" opportunity
(perhaps in more ways than
one) to champion a text-a particular text; one that Lutheran
pastors and preachers, to my remembrance, do not come to grips
with in the pulpit. I know
neither Greek nor Hebrew; of
theological and doctrinal training I have had none. But I have
been taught to search and to believe the Scriptures. Thus, in the
5th Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, from the
13th through the 16th verse, I
read:
"Ye are the salt of the earth:
but if the salt have lost his
savour, wherewith shall it be
salted? it is thenceforth good for
nothing, but to be cast out, and to
be trodden under foot of men.
"Ye are the light of the world.
A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hid.
"Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on
a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house.
"Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father,
which is in heaven."

Again, I read, in its entirety,
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Chapter 2 of the Epistle of
James, which closes with the
26th verse:
"For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also."

Be assured that it is not my
purpose to challenge or to even
bring into question the keystone
of faith of the Lutheran teaching. I only seek to establish
Scriptural documentation for my
conviction that if one would be
a disciple of Jesus, if by faith
salvation has indeed come, then
active and conscious practices of
"good works", if you please-the
exercise and application of the
most exacting morals and ethics
-will generate or will promptly
overtake the motivation of every
thought and deed of such an one,
whatever walk of life he may
have been allotted.
All of us understand, I am
sure, that what I am saying 1s
that our Lutheran clergy IS so
careful to avoid any charge of
preaching "justification through
good works" that they are neglecting to deal forthright with
the consistent Christian life that
IS made possible only by the
fruit of good works. In this connection I would like to point
out that Luther taught both.
True, in the Augsburg Confession, Faith as the sole saving
grace is made much of-but the

.

reason for this emphasis is also
carefully noted.
I call your attention to passages from Article XX of the
Confession:
"Our teachers are falsely accused of forbidding Good Works.
... C o n c e r n i n g these things
preachers heretofore taught but
little, and urged only childish and
needless works, as particular holydays, particular fasts, brotherhoods, pilgrimages, services in
honor of saints, the use of rosaries,
monasticism, and such like.
"Forasmuch, therefore as the
doctrine concerning faith, which
ought to be the chief one in the
church, has lain so long unknown,
as all must needs grant that there
was the deepest silence in their
sermons concerning the righteousness of faith, while only the doctrine of works was treated in the
churches concerning faith, ...
"Heretofore consciences were
plagued with the doctrine of
works; . . . Hence there was very
great need to treat of, and renew,
this d o c t ri n e of f a i t h in
Christ, ... "

So here we see that because the
Roman Catholic Church had
completely suppressed the doctrine of salvation by Faith and
had elevated works as the one
meritorious necessity, Luther was
determined to point up and correct this grievous error. The adequate Christian life is clearly set
forth in Article XXVII in this
passage:

,..
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"For Christian perfection is to
fear God from the heart, and yet
't o conceive great faith, and to
trust that for Christ's sake we
have a God who has been reconciled, to ask of God, and assuredly to expect His aid in all
things that, according to our
calling, are to be done; and meanwhile, to be diligent in outward
good works, ood to serve our calling. In these things consist the
true perfection and the true service of God." (underscoring is
mine)

I believe that contemporary
Lutheran teachings need to reestablish the proper emphasis on
good works as an essential concomitant in the lives of believers.
Respecting the e p i s t 1 e of
James, authorities • introduce
evidence that it was written by
the brother of Jesus while the
Jerusalem Fathers were dealing
with the problem of the Gentiles
who became Christian converts.
It is interesting to note that as
it was not the original intention
of Martin Luther and his adherents to wrest the church from
the Pope or to establish a rival
one, so the Apostles at Jerusalem
accepted Jesus as the Messiah ot
Judaic prophecy and sought to
establish Him as such within the
ongoing Jewish traditions. They,
therefore, held the view that converts to Christ must also embrace

*

Schonfield, The Jew of Tarsus.
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Judaism. It was through Paul
and Peter that the doctrine was
established of salvation by faith
evidenced by good works.
If, for the moment, then these
two premises are entertained, we
are at once confronted by the
difficult paradox of participating affirmatively in a world that
we have spiritually rejected-but,
let me suggest, that is a precise
Lutheran position. Indeed, it is
the very genius of Luther's interpretation and our most important heritage. We, as heirs,
do not yet seem to quite know
how to use it most effectively in
Kingdom work.
~

The Profit System
As our generation and those in
its vanguard h a v e marched
through this 20th century, there
has been thrust upon the ears
and the understanding this increasingly persistent challenge:
That in this "enlightened" day
the greatest inconsistency within
Christendom is its alliance with
or acquiescence in the private enterprise-profit system of the free
economies in the world. These
deriding and finger-pointing
voices have confused not only
sincere and conscientious laymen, but even some of the
leaders of the largest of Chris-
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tian church bodies in this and
other nations. Indeed, such has
been the extent of the confusion
so wrought in some of these
circles that many of these envoys
of Christ's Kingdom have been
drawn into official statements
and positions that are replete
with hesitation, equivocation,
and temporization. Thus uncertainty and doubts are compounded in the rank and file of
the laity.
This is understandable, seeing
that "all but all" of us, especially in these good United States
and including many of the institutionalized religious bodies, succumbing to the human temptation of avarice-the worship of
the almighty dollar-are totally
ignorant of the economic function of profit. Because of our
avarice we have debased purpose
and have elevated m.ethod to the
throne. Until and unless a Christian "gets his e c o n om i c s
straight", he operates in the
economy, in a state of mental
and moral confusion, hesitant
and uncertain, with recurrent
emotions of compromise and
hypocrisy.
The basic cause for this confusion is that we have come universally to regard the end purpose, the true objective, of business to be that of making profits.
We have measured success in

business, both individual and
corporate, by the size of the net
profit margin. Sometimes we use
a similar yardstick in assessing
the results of the work of the
Church. Yet we have to think
only as far as the comparatively
recent beginnings of American
history, to the days of barter and
trade, to remember that the purpose of all business was and still
is to create and to serve; to create wealth in forms useful and
desirable to members of society.
And to exchange those creations
and services among other producers and servants for something over and above the cost of
the production, including a life
sustenance-that "s om e t h in g
above" to be sufficient to assure
continuing and expanding production of usable goods and services to the extent of the demand
for them.
No economy (that is, production of goods for consumption)
-no economy and no segment of
it can exist without a profit. This
holds true whatever may be the
form of the political and cultural society. "Production for
use", socialism, co-operative systems, government ownership or
control of the tools of production-none of these alternatives
can be sustained without the element of profit at some point in
the scheme.

•
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Arriving at this point of view,
there unfolds for us then, crystal
clear, not only what are the responsibilities of the Christian in
business, but the revelation that
the business world, in the germane sense, offers unlimited opportunities for us Christians to
"let our light so shine"; that it
is a proper sphere within which
to practice those "good works"
to which we have been called;
that by precept and example we
can be faithful to our calling and
in the exercise of that calling,
and bring to bear among our
fellow workers and associates the
"fruits of the Spirit".
It is the first responsibility of
the Christian to renounce all
evil, all mal-practices, all inhumanities, wherever they exist
or wherever t h e y developwhether it be in business, in the
church, or in our political, social,
or cultural relations. The code
of conduct for the Christian in
business is the same at all levels
of responsibility, no different
for the manager than for the
worker, whether he be dealing
with his subordinates, his superiors, or his colleagues. His
customers as well as his competitors draw from him motivations
of the highest order in his every
dealing.

1955
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Management Leadership
In the nature of our subject,
"The Responsibility of t h e
Christian in Business Life",
there is an inference that our
consideration may well include
the area of business management
and leadership.
It is my observation that those
who today discharge these high
responsibilities, as a class, comprise the highest order in standards of ethical motivation and
conduct that has ever occupied
these positions in our national
economy. Many more of them
are Christian laymen than heretofore, fewer of them bear the
dual relationship of proprietor
and manager with the conflicts
implied in such a duality; increasingly all areas affected by
management policies and directives are fully considered; so that
these economic entities become
less and less autonomous business
empires and more and more a
part of the warp and the woof of
our total national culture.
We will have time to consider
but one element in the relationship of the Christian to business
management and leadership. As
we seek to evaluate this relationship in terms of Christian
thought it is well to keep man in
mind "as he is"-that is, as each
of us in his own experience finds
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him to be. Thus we discover that
each of us is not equally endowed, either quantitatively or
qualitatively. Indeed, we reflect
on what a chaotic, boring, and
impractical world this would be,
if diversity and, yes, even inequality of endowments, attributes, ambitions, and tendencies
did not characterize the people
that occupy it. Order, progress,
happiness, and satisfaction are
all dependent upon the rule of
diversity inherent throughout
nature in all of its manifestations and among all of its
creatures.
The Constitution of the United States to the contrary notwithstanding, all men are not
born equal-no, not one. Of
course, we know that, properly
interpreted, what Is meant by
these words in our basic law is
the equality of every man before
and as to all law.
As to the Christian's responsibility, then, in relating himself
to business managament, whether
it be subjectively or objectively,
that of master or servant, he will
do well to proceed on the basic
premise that leadership is a
necessary requisite for all order
and progress in whatever human
activity; that some are born to
lead, others to follow. If a leader,
the Christian will understand his
responsibility to God in discharg-

ing his obligation to men; he
will forego license m a deep
sense of stewardship.
~

Democratic Freedom
Since these thoughts relate so
closely to individual freedom
and the private pursuit of happiness, I shall take another calculated risk by drawing into our
discussion a "responsibility" that,
it might properly be pointed out,
belongs m the realm of the
Christian layman as distinguished
from the Christian business man.
Yet, because the latter, in our
day, contributes in thought and
leadership an ever greater Influence and responsibility as a
church layman, I should like to
propose this matter as one that
may well receive some attention;
one, in fact, that might be particularized to a CRESSET audience.
I have in mind the responsibility of the Christian layman in
this country in preserving and
in preventing the diminution of
the basic relationship between
church and state. It can be said
that of all of the major institutionalized religious bodies in
the United States, on this matter we Lutherans do seem to
take a most forthright position,
not only in our statements of
policy but m our deportment.
Lutherans understand that m

-
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the absence of the democratic atmosphere that had already been
brought about before the migration, the Lutheran churches as
we find them here today would
simply not exist.
Yet I fear that we need to be
kept alerted on this important
principle; that the laity must
share with the clergy the awareness of the constant danger to
which it is exposed and stand
ready to contend for its maintenance. To show that we are
not alone in recognizing the
need for "eternal vigilance as
the price of freedom" let me
quote spokesmen from two extremities of the Christian allegiance in America.
.J

~.
.

...

The first voice says, " .... respect between democracy and organized religion is a modem
necessity. . ...There should be
neither handmaiden nor mistress in the relationship between church and state. Democracy understands this but many
of the church theologians are incapable of adjusting their feudal
heritage to our democratic principles. Yet the surrender of an
e~clusive and authoritarian position for the churches is essential
if they are to cooperate helpfully in the social progress to
which democracy is committed."
The second voice says, "De-
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mocracy today presents itself
with all the force of an idea
whose time has come-First, this
form of state is presently man's
best, and possibly last, hope of
human freedom. Secondly, this
form of state presently offers to
the church, as a spiritual power,
as good a hope of freedom as
she has ever had; it offers to the
church as the Christian people,
a means, through its free political institutions, of achieving
harmony between law and social
organization and the demands of
their Christian conscience; finally . . . . it offers to the church
the kind of co-operation which
she presently needs, and merits
in tum her co-operation in the
realization of its own aspirations".
The last statement implies a
responsibility on the part of the
church to "lend a hand" in the
preservation not only of the separation principle but also of the
whole concept of democratic
freedom. The first source quoted
was that of a Unitarian (1); the
second, surprisingly, a Catholic
theologian (2).

( 1) Agnes E. Meyer, Journalist
(2) Father John Courtney
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Science and ((Materialism"
It does seem to me, too, that
the Christian lay leader has a responsibility to assist the church
in its reconciliation with science
and technology. Recently a Lutheran physicist in Washington (3)
has expressed a desire to explore
the field of the "new description
of the physical world and the
Christian ethic". In this era let
me quote again the first voice on
this matter (please remember, I
am quoting, not agreeing):
"It is a platitude to say that our
scientific knowledge has outdistanced our ability to use it for
constructive ends. Surely if science
has destroyed the old traditions
·a nd creeds which answered the
needs of a pre-technological era,
it can also be used to recreate a
new integrated society that will
heal the split in our culture between theory and practice, between mind and body, between
our democratic ideals and our
actual behavior. To think that
this is impossible is to declare
western civilization morally bankrupt at a moment when it must
give positive leadership to the
whole world. For it is obvious
that there must have been something very much awry with the
"spirituality" of the past, if it
succumbed so readily to the
"scientism" of the present. And it

(3) Grabow

is no less obvious that a culture
which permits science to destroy
the traditional values but which
distrusts the power of science to
create new ones, is a culture
which has lost faith in itself."

Perhaps laymen should join
in a re-examination of the
charges of secularism and materialism that have been brought
against our American culture.
The living standards attained in
this country have deeper roots
than the mere desire for more
and more possessions. They are
the fruits of hard work, a devotion to individual achievementtraits that have profound moral
values. The Deputy Secretary of
Defense, Robert B. Anderson, in
a recent address said: "There is
a great need for other people to
see and understand the American attitude toward work-to see
us as we really are-a plain, sincere, prosperous, sober, hardworking people who gladly share
with other peoples the simple
concepts and beliefs that have
been responsible for our material
success".
Let us determine just how
"godless" is our materialism before we denounce it as the cause
for spiritual bankruptcy. The
antithesis of "sacred" is not "secular" but "profane"; and the
antithesis of "secularism" is not
"religion" but "clericalism". I
believe Lutheranism has safely
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passed through the danger of
"clericalism." Presently, there is
some finger pointing at "secularism" and "materialism" by
which our failures are rationalized. There is also some resort
to formality and ecclesiasticism
that are neither in good tradition nor meaningful for our age.
~

,~

•

Conclusions
In summary then, my convictions on the responsibilities of
the Christian in business are
these:
1. I must hold firm to a conscious responsibility for a
business conduct that is consistent with the highest
standards of ethical dealings
as found in the teachings of
Christ.
2. I must regard my business life
as a sacred calling and in that
office by precept and example
"let (my) light so shine before men that they may see
(my) good works"-thereby
laboring to extend the Kingdom of God in the hearts of
men.

-
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3. I must know in my heart that
what I am doing in business,
and the methods employed in
the doing, serve a right and
useful purpose in ministering
to the material welfare and
comfort of my fellow men.
4. At whatever level of the business organization I serve, all
my relationships demand of
me sincere, unselfish, helpful
motivation.

5. I owe it to my religious conscience and to my church to
face the ever unfolding world
with courage; to seek out the
truth in this my day; and,
through the Messiah, to become an effective instrument
in His hands by which His
Kingdom reigns in the lives
of my contemporaries.
Certainly, the Master set a
high standard for all of His followers when he exhorted them
to
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven."

BLACKBOARD JUNGLE?

,.

The Old Way in School Discipline
Or
An Educational Merry-Go-Round
By

ELLSWORTH LOWRY

It was a lazy day in July, 1901,
when George K. rode up to the
front gate and asked to see me.
This was surprising for he had
never called before. I was curious
to know what he could possibly
want with me.
He came to the point at once.
He said that the school board at
the Jackson School had heard
that I had been so successful as
teacher of the Ohio School the
year before that they wanted to
know if I would consider teaching their school the following
year.
Although I had taught for
three years, I had never heard of
a teacher being asked to take a
school. There must have been
about one hundred schools in
Clark County, Illinois. No teacher, so far as I knew at that time,
had ever been hired for two
years in succession. Along m
30

July or August teachers usually
started out on their annual quest
for a school.
The suggestion that I teach
the Jackson School was strange
from another point of view, also.
It was considered the most difficult school to manage of any
school in the county. The year
before Miss T. had been employed. Although she was a good
disciplinarian and a fine teacher,
she had been chased by one of
the large boys carrying a knife
and had handed in her resignation after two months.
Will Rowly, a member of the
fighting Rowlys who weighed
about two hundred fifty pounds,
took her place. About fifteen or
twenty big boys of the sixty enrolled made life so miserable for
him that he gave up in February.
Then John Roe attempted it.
He was probably the most bril-
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liant and best educated of any
rural teacher in Clark County.
But he was decidedly peculiar.
He was an extreme introvert and
did not understand children, nor
did he seem to know or care
what went on; of course, he, too,
eventually failed.
I was puzzled. I weighed not
more than one hundred twenty
pounds. Why would they ask me
to attempt such an undertaking?
If Will Rawly's life was made
miserable for him, what chance
had I? I told George I'd think
it over and let him know.
The winter before had been
one of the most pleasant of my
life. There were sixty enrolled
in the Ohio School and I taught
all eight grades. The children
were all well behaved. It was,
in fact, a superior community.
During the winter I was invited
to spend the night with all but
two families that had children
in school, and one of these frequently invited me for Sunday
dinner.
I say "winter" because rural
schools in that part of Illinois
had a five or six months' winterterm and a spring-term of two
months. The salaries ranged
from twenty-five to forty dollars
per month. Men were generally
employed to teach in the winter
and women usually taught the
spring-term.
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Should I risk attempting to
manage the Jackson School? My
mother thought it a challenge
and that I should accept. Her
real reason, no doubt, was that
I could live at home as it was
only four miles; therefore, I decided to undertake it.
Now I must meditate on ways
and means of discipline and
methods of teaching. Since there
was a group of fifteen or twenty
large, unruly boys-many larger
and stronger than l-it was a
problem to ponder. And while
doing so I suddenly thought of
Ben Sweet, a distant cousin. He
was large and strong-made so
by corn husking, wood chopping
and rail splitting. His family
and my family were quite friendly and visited each other occasionally. I got on a horse and
rode over to see Ben.
I said, "Coming to school this
winter aren't you, Ben?"
"Sure," he replied.
I responded, "You know, Ben,
Jackson seems to be a pretty
hard school to manage. I am going to need your help. We are
related and have always been
good friends. I know I can count
on you."
"Sure," he said. "If anyone
starts any trouble you can
count on me."
This eased my mind somewhat, but I knew the "gang"
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could make "mince meat" out of
both Ben and me. Then fortune
seemed to favor me. One Sunday
night I rode to Choctaw Church
-six or seven miles from home
and on beyond the Jackson
School District.
After church, as was the custom then, I walked home with
the preacher's daughter, leading
my horse. Clarence P. walked
home with her sister. Clarence
was a big husky fellow; one of
the leaders who had caused
much trouble the preceding year.
After spending some time on
the front porch, we rode away
together. As we rode along I said
to him, "Are you coming to
school this fall, Clarence?"
"Sure," he said.
Then I continued, "You know,
Clarence, it looks as if we just
might be brothers-in-law. The
Cook girls are certainly two
lovely young women."
"Indeed they are," he replied
with enthusiasm.
"You see, Clarence," I went
on, "I may need some help to
teach Jackson, and I should like
to know if I could depend on
you to help me out."
"Yes, sir!" he answered with
emphasis.
Thus assured of the assistance
of Ben and Clarence I felt better. School began in September
with an enrollment of forty.

After the com was harvested,
about the first of November,
eighteen or twenty older boys
could be expected. During these
first six weeks I realized I must
have the school well organized
and running smoothly so that
there would be little temptation
for any disturbance by the
trouble-makers.
I hit upon a unique idea. I do
not recommend it; neither do I
recommend anyone attempting
to teach a school with sixty
children enrolled where all eight
grades are taught. First, I wrote
on the blackboard the daily
schedule where all could see it.
With about fifty recitations per
day the time for each must be
definite and closely adhered to.
It took ten to fifteen minutes
for a recitation.
When I tapped my pencil on
the desk in the morning the beginners soon learned to give attention. At the second tap they
turned in their seats, at the
third tap they stood and at the
next they passed to the recitation
bench in front-all entering at
my right. Another tap was the
signal for seating themselves.
This method caused little disturbance among the pupils who
were quietly studying.
When the first class finished
the same tapping was repeated.
This time the second class en-
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tered at my right, as the begin- fused to say "treat", but in the
ning class returned to their seats ensuing scuffle some of the boys
going to the left so that the two got their feet wet and I was
classes would not interfere with about to be ducked into very
each other.
cold water. It was now time to
This continued all day long, surrender. I think they were reand within a few weeks all knew lieved, for they did not really
when their classes were due and want to complete the job. Two
everything worked like clock- of them were sent to a neighbor's
work. And, strange to say, the house where they found a large
children seemed to like it. They wooden pail full of candy which
were pleased with the orderliness the girls had put into bags-sixty
and lack of confusion. All in all. We spent the rest of that
classes recited every day and no afternoon eating candy, singing
one felt neglected. Previously, Christmas carols, reading poetry,
teachers had had trouble finding etc.
time for all recitations and
All had gone well so far, but
sometimes certain c h i 1 d r e n early in January it happened.
would not recite for an entire One of the large boys threw a
day.
paper wad across the room. This
And then came November and was strictly against the rules.
all of the cornhuskersl To my Quietly I asked him to please
astonishment they settled into pick it up and put it into the
the routine and caused no dis- waste basket. He looked at me
turbance until nearly Christmas. . defiantly and said, "I won't".
As was customary in many rural
"I think you will," I replied
schools, they locked me out one and started toward him. In my
morning and demanded that I hand I had a hickory pointer
promise to "treat". Of course, I which I used at the blackboard .
made no objection to being I looked at Ben. He gave a nod
locked out.
indicating that he was with me.
Some of the larger boys finally Then I looked over at Clarence.
grew tired of my nonchalant at- I wasn't too sure of his support
titude and one day tqey sudden- because he was a pal of the boy
ly threw open the door and who had started the trouble. But
made a run for me. They soon he too gave me a friendly nod.
overtook me; grabbed me by the The rebel looked around the
arms, legs and head and carried room for a go-ahead sign from
me to a nearby stream. I still re- his friends, but no one respond-
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ed. Then he said, "All right",
and picked up the spit ball and
tossed it into the waste basket.
Later, I thanked Ben and
Clarence for their heroic and
prompt action. I could see that
they felt very pleased with
themselves.
Many years later I met Ben.
At that time I was on the faculty

of the Pennsylvania State College. I had not seen him since
school days. He told me with
evident pride that he was a
school director at the Jackson
School, and that anytime I
wanted to teach there again the
job was mine. This I considered
the highest compliment he could
have paid me.

ONE IS ONLY WHAT ONE IS

~

...

One is only what one is,
There is no more to be had,
And necessity is a witch's dream.
For example, she likes Browning,
The thoughtful scheme, the nature of a rose,
And he takes words to fashion poems from prose;
There is too little change to note.
Deception? For a time, but she will know
It was all said before
With laurel for his shoddy flowers
Brought with paper, with poorer pens,
With art and hours - - And when she knows there will never be
A great ode or a lyric perfectly carved
For her, when she knows that thought
Does not mean art, may she understand
He wished for part of these as his,
And less is not enough.
-HAROLD GRUTZMACHER
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Letter from

. Xanadu, Nebr.
Dear Editor:

...

Well, sir, I finally got me my
Cadillac. The salesman called me
up yesterday and told me she
was in, and I hurried right down
to pick her up. It took me a long
time to do it, but I've finally
climbed the whole car ladder,
straight up from the old ModelT to the 1955 Caddie. That's one
more goal I can chalk up as
completed.

.
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It's a funny thing about cars,
you know. I guess there isn't a
car on the market that won't get
you there and bring you back, if
transportation is all you want.
But I don't think that many
people buy just transportation.
The way things are set up in
our country nowadays, a man's
car is the symbol of his success.
You can't tell how much a man
is worth anymore by his clothes
or by the house he lives in because these have become pretty
standard for everybody except
the very rich and the very poor.
In between there are the ninety
percent of us who are not trash
and not Rockefellers and about
the only way you can tell

whether we are making $7500 or
$75,000 a year is by the car we
drive.
Here in Xanadu, the doctors
and one of the lawyers and the
president of the soybean factory
-and now me-drive Cadillacs.
The rest of the lawyers, most of
the dentists, most of the storekeepers, and probably half of the
better-off farmers drive Buicks.
The insurance men and the vicepresidents of the bank divide
about half and half between
Buick and Mercury. The preachers mostly drive Ford or Plymouth or Chevrolet.
It's funny what a car will do
for your thinking. For about the
last five years I had been driving
a Buick and I certainly liked the
car but always in the back of my
mind there was a kind of feeling that I was still down on the
second rung of the ladder. I was
just another well-off business
man and while I don't think I
was actually jealous I was always
conscious of the fact that I was
not one of the real top-rung men
in the community. I can tell already that it will be different
from now on. I'm up there with
the top people in town and
everybody knows it.
I had planned to write a sort
of patriotic column for this
month in honor of the Fourth
of July, and I got to thinking
35
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last night that maybe my Caddie
sums up everything that I had
planned to say about what the
Fourth of July means to me.
America, to me, means a chance
for a farm boy to get to town
and set himself up in business
and make good and build himself a nice house and buy himself the most expensive car on
the market. Maybe that sounds
sort of crude, because it all boils
down to a matter of making
money. But it's more than that.
In our country, it seems to me,
we don't really work for the
money itself but for the things
money can buy. The other things
I suppose you can get in any
country in the world, so we have
no advantage over other countries there. But here in America,
we can make money-as much as
our brains and the right breaks
allow, and with money a mnn
can go from the bottom of the
ladder to the very top. And the
best of it is that a man can feel
good about it. If I have gone to
the top of the ladder and another man is still down in the
Dodge-Pontiac class, it's because
I had something that he didn't
have-maybe the breaks, but
probably more brains or a better
personality or higher morals. Of
course, I will admit that there

are some people like preachers
and teachers who purposely
chose low-pay jobs but I'm talking about the general run of
people.
There is only one drawback,
as far as I can see, to being at
the top of the ladder. It suddenly
struck me this morning that for
the time being, at least, I have
nothing concrete to shoot for.
I'm the sort of person who needs
a goal, something to work for.
And now I've got everything that
I had wanted. But something
will turn up. It always does. I
can't remember ever having been
satisfied for more than a couple
o.f days at a time and I'll bet you
nght now that by the end of this
week I'll have me another target.
We finally got a teacher for
our school. He's a nice young
guy with a wife and a threemonths-old baby. Zeitgeist was
telling me that the kid is several
hundred dollars in debt from his
school days, so I have offered
him a Saturday job at a dollar an
hour in the store. I've been having to pay a dollar and a quarter an hour to high school kids
for the same work, so it's a break
for both of us.
Regards, etc.,
G.G.
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~and MUSIC MAKERS
By
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wALTER

A.

Recently I had another opportunity to listen to Rise Stevens,
glamorous mezzo-soprano of the
Metropolitan Opera Association
and one of the most famous
singers of our time.
Naturally, everyone in the
audience was eager both to hear
and to see the renowned artist.
The listeners knew much about
her. Many of them, I am sure,
had come under the spell of her
singing on previous occasionsin the concert hall, in the opera
house, or by way of the motionpicture screen, the radio, television, and the phonograph.
Consequently, there was excitement in the auditorium.
As soon as Miss Stevens, beautifully gowned, emerged from the
wings to begin her recital, it was
evident that her personality
radiates charm and magnetism.
Her stage bearing commands
rapt attention.
Miss Stevens, you see, is a competent actress as well as a worldfamous singer. Anyone who
knows about her sensational and
far-flung success in the difficult
and much-discussed role of Car-

HANSEN

men will say that she is a singer
who, by reason of extraordinary
natural gifts and by dint of hard
work, has mastered the art of
projecting her artistry across the
footlights into the hearts of those
who listen to her.
The texture of Miss Stevens'
voice is enchanting in its richness. But one could say without
fear of being effectively contradicted that, like every other human voice, it has its limitations
and its imperfections. The lower
register is not consistently strong
enough to make it perfect, and
sometimes the middle register is
lacking in what one could speak
of as absolute dependability.
Nevertheless, Miss Stevens has
one of the truly great voices of
our time, and, sincere and diligent artist that she is, she knows
how to use her vocal organ with
remarkable effectiveness.
Miss Stevens strives to enter
wholly into the spirit and sentiment of every song she sings. She
may, at times, show that her
conception of that spirit and that
sentiment is different from what
other singers feel and project;
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but the very subjectivity of her
artistry makes, in large measure,
for her signal success in the concert hall and on the opera stage.
Her subjectivity, you see, is never
haphazard; it springs from careful study and solid conviction.
The world of music would be
flat and dreary indeed if every
singer and every player were cut
over the same last.
A critic who fails to take the
individual characteristics of a
musician into account reveals, I
confidently believe, a pitiful lack
of acumen, fairness, and plain
common sense.
To me it was gratifying to
note how, at the very beginning
of the recital, Miss Stevens, with
the competent assistance of
James Shomate at the piano,
caught and transmitted what, in
my opinion, is the true spirit of
the tender and beautiful Where'er You Walk from the great
Georg Frideric Handel's Semele.
Her phrasing was completely
symmetrical. Her legato was a
joy. To my thinking, her singing was properly and pointedly
expressive. Some opera singers
have a tendency to tear passion
to tatters-as Shakespeare sayswhen they present this imperishable aria. Miss Stevens did not
do so.
What I have just said about
Miss Stevens' singing of the aria

by Handel is equally true of the
exempla<-y manner in which she
set forth the substance and the
surpassing beauty of Voi che
Sapete, from Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro.
Some say that Miss Stevens is
by no means one of the greatest
lieder singers of our day. They
are right. But this does not, and
can not, mean that she did not
sing four wonderful songs by
Edvard Hagerup Grieg with artistry that went to the core of the
music. As I listened, I understood anew that Grieg's fine
songs invariably have the soul
and scenery of Norway as their
background. And I paid particular attention to the playing of
the pianist. Would he give
proper emphasis to Grieg's strikingly individualistic-and, at the
same time, unmistakably nationalistic-harmonic coloring? He
did.
Miss Stevens sang E r i c h
W o 1 f f' s Alle Dinge haben
Sprache, Hugo Wolf's Begegnung, Johannes Brahms's Dein
blaues Auge, and Richard
Strauss's Nichts. It was edifying
to listen-even though I know
full well that there are greater
singers of the German lied.
Then the famous a r t i s t
thrilled the audience with her
impassioned delivery of My Heart
at Thy Sweet Voice, from
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Camille Saint-Saens Samson and
Delilah. She was decidedly in
her element as she put her whole
being into the seductive role of
the wily temptress. Naturally,
one prefers to hear this aria with
an orchestra; for, among other
things, the instrumental part
suggests a gentle rainfall. But
Mr. Shomate played the pianoreduction with admirable skill.
After delighting the audience
with works by Cecil Cowles,
Charles N aginski, John Duke,
and Reginald Boardman, the
artist showed conclusively at the
end of her well-built program
that she is one of the great Carmens of operatic history by singing, and actually living, in her
grippingly individualistic way
and with remarkable pertinence
of coquettish expression, the
Habanera, the Seguidilla, and
the Gypsy Song from Georges
Bizet's perfect opera. This was
an exciting climax.

* * *

I believe that the late Sergei
Prokofieff's Symphonie Classique
(Classical Symphony, Op. 25) is a
genuine classic in the complete
sense of the word.
The delightful Classical Symphony is brimful of color, vitality, melodic beauty, and roguish
wit. The ghosts of Mozart and
Haydn must have nudged Prokofieff and peered over his shoul-

ders as he wrote this little masterpiece. Nevertheless, one is constantly aware of the Russian's
own striking originality of expression; for the piquant harmonies and the distinctiveness of
instrumentation that pervade the
work were borrowed neither
from Mozart nor from Haydn.
They are Prokofieff and Prokofieff alone.
In his Classical Symphony
Prokofieff, one of the great composers of recent times, paid reverent homage to what is known
as the classical school of writing.
Yet he never resorted to anything
even remotely resembling plagiarism.

* * *

P e t e r Ilyich Tchaikovsky's
Romeo and Juliet: Fantasy-Overture is one of those works that
have come to be looked upon in
the concert world as "chestnuts."
Although many will tell you
that this composition has, in the
course of the years, become stale
and even boring, a critic must always strive to listen to it as
though it were a new experience.
Those who do so realize again
and again that Tchaikovsky's
fantasy-overture e m p 1 o y s contrasting colors in a masterful
way, that it abounds in poetry
which is sometimes delicate and
sometimes impassioned, that it
contains a rich array of pictur-
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esque fancy, that it is direct and
vivid in every detail, and that
parts of it are as wild and as
furious as any music ever written.

* * *

Do you know Zoltan Kodaly's
Budavari Te Deum? The famous
Hungarian master's setting of
the ancient Christian canticle commonly, but perhaps erroneously, ascribed to Ambrosius,
Bishop of Milan (333-397)-is a
stirring composition.
Kodaly is one of those composers whom one must designate
as nationalistic to the very core.
A distinctive Hungarian flavor
pervades his music. His style is
concise and lucid. His way of
writing is often vividly picturesque. His harmonies are filled
with color. The great Bela Bartok, who was Kodaly's classmate
at the Budapest Conservatory,
declared that although his famous compatriot is by no means
a composer who makes use of
such devices as atonality and
polytonality, "his musical language is entirely new and expresses musical ideas never heard
before."
In 1905 Kodaly (born in
1882) and Bartok embarked on
the first of several trips throughout Hungary to study, at first
hand, and to record, the folk
songs and the folk dances of

their native land. They rediscovered, edited, and published thousands of these melodies.
Kodaly's Psalmus Hungaricus,
a choral work commissioned in
1923 by the Hungarian government in commemoration of the
fiftieth anniversary of the union
of Buda and Pest, established his
reputation as a nationalist composer. Three years later his folk
opera-a Singspiel-based on the
adventures of Hary Janos, the
Paul Bunyan of Hungarian folk
lore, had its premiere in Budapest. An orchestral suite derived
from Hary janos is widely known
in our land. Kodaly's Dances of
Marosszek appeared in 1930, his
Dances of Galanta were completed in 1933, and his Budavari Te
Deum was written in 1935.
Kodaly learned much about
harmonic coloring from the
music of Claude Debussy, much
about form from the compositions of Johannes Brahms, and
much about liturgical expression
from Hans Koessler, the German
organist under whom he studied
in Budapest. Besides-as I have
pointed out-he devoted intensive study to the music characteristic of his own native country. As a result, his colorful Te
Deum is an unusually fascinating work. I urge you to become
acquainted with it. It is much
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more difficult to sing than Anton Bruckner's masterful setting
of the ancient canticle.

RECENT RECORDINGS
GIUSEPPE VERDI. Highlights from "A
Masked Ball." The Metropolitan
Opera Orchestra under Dimitri
Mitropoulos, with Marian Anderson, contralto; Zinka Milanov, soprano; Jan Peerce, tenor; Roberta
Peters, soprano, and Leonard Warren, baritone. -A sumptuously recorded presentation of some of the
exciting moments in Verdi's fine
opera. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA Victor
LM-1911.
RosA PoNsELLE SrNos ToDAY. Bois
epais, from Amadis, by Jean Baptiste de Lully; Rosemonde, by Mario
Persico; Guitares et Mandolines, by
Camille Saint-Saens; Le temps des
lilacs, by Ernest Chausson; Von
ewiger Liebe, by Johannes Brahms;
Mir traeumte von einem Koenigskind, by Richard Trunk; Der Erlkoenig, by Franz Schubert; In
questa tomba oscura, by Ludwig
van Beethoven; Rispetto, by Errnanno Wolf-Ferrari; 0 del mio amato
ben, by Stefano Donaudy; Aprile,
by F. Paolo Tosti; Amuri, amuri,
by Geni Sadero; I battitori di
grano, by Sadero; Drink to Me
Only with Thine Eyes, old English
air; The Night Wind, by Roland
Farley; Homing, by Teresa del
Riego. Rosa Ponselle, soprano, with
Igor Chicagov at the piano. -Although the great diva's voice is
not what it used to be, it is still

1955

41

strikingly opulent. These fine recordings were made at her horne.
-Villa Pace-twelve miles west of
Baltimore. She herself plays the
piano part for Sadero's Amuri,
amuri. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA Victor
LM-1889.
GrAN-CARLO MENOTTI. The Saint of
Bleecker Street. Although this work
won awards from the Drama Critics
Circle and the Music Critics Circle,
I have not learned to like it. The
excellent recording was rn ad e
under the composer's direction and
with the original Broadway cast.
Thomas Schippers is the conductor. Two 12-inch 33 1/3 rpm.
discs. Boxed. RCA Victor LM-6032.
RrcHARD RoDGERS - MoRTON GoULD.
Orchestral Suites from "Oklahoma!"
and "Carousel." Morton Gould and
his orchestra. --Gould's own orchestral versions of many tunes from
these two popular shows. 33 1/3
rpm. RCA Victor LM-1884.
FREDERIC FRANCOIS CHOPIN. Concerto No . 2, in F Minor, for Piano
CAMILLE
and Orchesta, Op. 21.
SAINT-SAENS. Concerto No. 4, in C
Minor, for Piano and Orchestra,
Op. 44. Alexander Brailowsky, pianist, with the Boston Symphony Orchestra under Charles Munch. Poetry and brilliance to a high degree. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA Victor
LM-1871.
PoET's GoLD. R a y rn o n d Massey,
Helen Hayes, and Thomas Mitchell
read selections from the poems of
Fitzgerald, Keats, Millay, Poe,
Yeats, Browning, Gray, Southey,
Kipling, Howe, Longfellow, Swinburne, Blake, Stevenson, Emerson,
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Whitman, Whittier, Holmes, Field,
Lear, Carroll, and Coleridge. Excellent for literature classes. 33 1/3
rpm. RCA Victor LM-1812.
PoET's

GoLD--VERSES

OF

ToDAY.

Geraldine Brooks and Norman Rose
read selections from the works of
Archibald MacLeish, Wallace Stevens, Edgar Lee Masters, Dorothy
Parker, Edwin Arlington Robinson,
Ogden Nash, E. B. White, Hilaire
Belloc; Louise Bogan, T. S. Eliot,
Robinson Jeffers, Phyllis McGinley,
Richard Eberhart, W. H. Auden,
Oliver St. John Gogarty, H. D.
(Hilda Doolittle), and Dylan
Thomas. Likewise execellent for
classes in literature. RCA Victor
LM-1883.
RICHARD STRAUSS. Till Eulenspiegel's
Merry Pranks, Op. 28 and Don
Juan, Op. 20. CARL MARIA VoN
WEBER. Overtures to "Der Freischuetz" and "Euryanthe." The
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra under Wilhelm Furtwaengler. -Furtwaengler was a great conductor. I
confess, however, in all humility
that some of his frequ ent tempo
fluctuations cause me to scratch my
head in wonder. 33 1/3 rpm. RCA
Victor LHMV-19.
FELIX MENDELSSOHN. Songs Without
Words: No . 25, in G, Op. 62, No.
1 ("May Breezes); No . 34, in C,
Op. 67, No. 4 ("Spinning Song").
FREDERIC FRANCOis CHOPIN. Three
Eccossaises, Op. 72. FELIX MENDELSSOHN.
Andante and Rondo
Capriccioso, Op. 14. Ania Dorfmann, pianist. -Admirable performances. 45 rpm. extended play.
RCA Victor ERA-238.

ENCORES. Valse Bluette, by
Riccardo Drigo; Saber Dance, from
Gayne, by Aram Khatchaturian;
Serenata Napoletana, Op. 24, No. 2,
by Giovanni Sgambati; Rondo, by
Franz Schubert. Jascha Heifetz,
violinist, with Emanuel Bay and
Brooks Smith at the piano. -Need
I state again that Heifetz is a
mighty wizard of the violin? 45
rpm. extended play. RCA Victor
ERA-240.
FRANZ PETER ScHUBERT. Symphony
No. 9, in C. The Halle Orchestra
under Sir John Barbirolli. -This
performance of a great symphony
has many admirable qualities. 33 1/3
rpm. RCA Victor Bluebird LBC1085.
LEROY
ANDERSON
FAVORITES.
Blue
Tango, The Syncopated Clock;
Sleigh Ride; Serenata; Bugler's
Holiday; The Waltzing Cat; Promenade; Plink, Plank, Plunk; The
Phantom Regiment; Jazz Piaicato;
Fiddle Faddle; Belle of the Ball.
Richard Elsasser playing the Baldwin Electronis Organ. - I could
easily do without this recording excellent though it is. But I know
that many will want to stone me
for making this statement. 33 1/3
rpm. M-G-M E3174.
PETER ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY. Souvenir de Florence, Op. 70. The Arthur
Winograd String Orchestra under
Arthur Winograd. -Winograd has
changed the original scoring violins, violas, and 'celli by pairsof this utterly unimportant work.
He uses four first violins, four
second violins, two first violas, two
second violas, two first 'celli, and
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two second 'celli. The performance
is admirable. Now and then there
are hints of the real Tchaikovsky.
But I find nothing Italian in the
composition. 33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M
E3173.

..

QUINCY PORTER. Poem and Dance.
RICHARD DoNOVAN. New England
Chronicle. WELLS HIVELY. Tres
Himnos (Three Hymns). The Eastman-Rochester Symphony Orchestra
under Howard Hanson. -Superb
recordings and excellent readings of
three fine American works. 33 1/3
rpm. Mercury MG-40013 .
GABRIEL FAURE. Quintet No . 2, for
Piano and Str~ngs, Op. 115. Gaby
Casadesus, pianist, with the Guilet
String Quartet. -An exemplary
performance of a fine work from
the pen of an unusually sensitive
composer. 33 1/3 rpm. M-G-M
E3166.
ANTONIN DvoRAK. Symphony No. 5,
in E Minor ("From the New
World"). The New Symphony Orchestra of London under Rudolf
Schwarz. -An admirable exposition of a well-known masterpiece.
33 1/3 rpm. Capitol P-8308.
ERNO DoHNANYI. Quartet No . 3, in
A Minor, Op. 33. ANTONIN DvoRAK.
Quartet No. 6, in F Major, Op. 96
("American") . The HoI I y wood
String Quartet. -Ideal performances. Dohnanyi's quartet should be
widely known in our land. Unfortunately, one seldom has an opportunity to hear it. 33 1/3 rpm.
Capitol P-8307.
MARIO SALVADOR AT THE CONSOLE
OF THE ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL ORGAN. Pontifical March, by Charles
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Gounod; Capriccio, by Lemaigre;
Trumpet Twne, by Henry Purcell;
Toccata in D Minor ("Dorian"),
by Johann Sebastian Bach; The
Rosary, by Ethelbert Nevin; Grand
Choeur, by Gigout; March from
Symphonic Poem "St. Louis, Christian King of France," by Van
Hulse; Ave Maria, by Franz Schubert-Mario Salvador; Gigue Fugue,
by Johann Sebastian Bach; Festival
Postlude on "Veni Creator," by Van
Hulse; Piece Heroique, by Cesar
Franck; Prelude II: "Puer N atus
Est," by Campbell-Watson. -Salvador has phenomenal facility as an
organist. Besides, he is a learned
and sensitive musician. The recording-processed by RCA-is superb.
So is the instrument Salvador plays.
Two 12-inch 33 1/3 rpm. discs.
The Sacred Heart Program. St.
Louis 8, Missouri.
PAUL HrNDEMITH. Educational Music
for Instrumental Ensembles, Op. 44.
No. 1: Nine Pieces in First Position
for Violin Choir; No. 2: Eight
Pieces in First Positicm for Violin
Choir; No. 3: Eight Pieces in First
Position for String Choir; No. 4:
Five Pieces in First Position for
String Orchestra. The Maurice Levine String Sinfonietta. -A fascinating disc devoted to some of Hindemith's Gebrauchsmusik. 33 1/3
rpm. M-G-M E3161.
BEDRICH SMETANA. Vysehrad ("The
High Castle") and Vltava ("The
Moldau"), from the symphonic
cycle My Fatherland. WoLFGANG
AMADEUS MozART. Symphony No.
38, in D (K. 504) ("Prague"). The
Chicago Symphony Orchestra under
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Rafael Kubelik. - I have tremendous respect for Kubelik as a musisian and as a conductor. These
readings are masterful in every way.
33 1/3 rpm. Mercury MG-50042.
CoNTEMPORARY AMERICAN CoMPosERS. Symphony No. 3, by Robert
Ward.
Three Hassidic
Dances
(Dance of the Joyous, Dance of the
Enraptured, Dance of the Exultant),
by Leon Stein. The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra under Thor Johnson. -Excellent performances of excellent music. Produced in co-operation with the American Composers' Alliance. 33 1/3 rpm. Remington R-199-185.
0FFENBACHIANA. Selections from the
music of Jacques Offenbach, adapted
and orchestrated by Manuel Rosenthal. The Rias (Radio in the American Sector-Berlin) Symphony Orchestra under Manuel Rosenthal. This recording will make Offenbach
fans-! am not one of them- leap
for joy. Both the scoring and the
playing are brilliant. 33 J/3 rpm.
Remington R-199-183.
CHARLES ToMLINSON GRIFFES. The
Pleasure Dome of Kubla Khan, The
White Peacock, Clouds, Bacchanale.
CHARLES MARTIN LoEFFLER. Memories of My Childhood ("Life in a
Russian Village"), Poem for Orchestra ("La Bonne Chanson") .
The Eastman-Rochester Symphony

Orchestra under Howard Hanson.
-Admirable performances of fine
American works that should be kept
in circulation. Wonderfully realistic
recording. 33 1/3 rpm. Mercury
MG-40012.
PETER !LYICH TCHAIKOVSKY. Symphony No. 2, in C Minor, Op. 17
("Little Russian"). The Cincinnati
Orchestra under Thor Johnson. An especially admirable reading of
a fine work one seldom has an opportunity to hear. 33 1/3 rpm. Remington R-199-187.

..

SERGEI PRoKOFmFF. Concerto No. 1,
in D Major, for Violin and Orchestra, Op. 19. EoouARo LALO.
Symphonic Espagnole, for Violin
and Orchestra. Nathan Milstein,
violinist, with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra under Vladimir
Golschmann. -Magical playing of
two engrossing compositions. 33 1/3
rpm. Capitol P-8303.
GEORGES BIZET. The Pearl Fishers.
Pierrette Alarie, as Leila; Leopold
Simoneau, as Nadir; Rene Bianco,
as Zurga; Xavier Depraz, as Nourabad, with the Elizabeth Brasseur
Choir and the Orchestre des Concerts Lamoureux under Jean Fournet. -An excellent disc-presentation of Bizet's first full-length opera.
.Sung in French. Two twelve-inch
discs. 33 1/3 rpm. Epic SC-6002.
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THE NEW BOOKS
Unsigned reviews are by the Editors

RELIGION

living that is both compelling and attractive: for example, he takes full
cognizance of the scale of man's
values or the ordering of his "goods;"
he devotes a chapter to the neglected
areas of "Worship and Evangelism;"
he does not apologize endlessly once
he has established the Christian's
right-and his duty under certain circumstances-to resist the aims of the
State. The analysis is fresh and
provocative, illuminated at many
points by the insights of psychoanalysis. It presupposes a background,
on the part of the reader, of serious
concern for these problems; therefore
the reviewer would suppose the
author's "exercise in communication"
will really succeed only with the already-initiated.

DOING THE TRUTH

By

James

A.

1Pike

(Doubleday,

$2.95)

•

We are indebted to the Dean of the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine for
another valuable guide to some old
problems in modern form. His Beyond Anxiety and If You Marry Outside Your Faith dealt constructively
with particular, pressing problems.
His Doing the Truth is a forceful approach to a whole complex of questions in Christian Ethics. It constitutes a volume in the new Christian
Faith Series, for which Reinhold Niebuhr is serving as Consulting Editor.
There are a number of points to
commend Doing the Truth. It does not
skirt theological questions in a preoccupation with practical issues; in
fact, it explores very carefully such
matters as the extent of man's freedom to act, God's claim on all areas
of man's life, the purpose of life in the
light of the three-personal God, the
corporate character of man's sins, the
motivation of Christian ethics. Along
with its profundity in analyzing these
questions it combines a very readable
style and a wealth of illustrative material. Pike ties his many issues into a
single, dynamic pattern of Christian

Any number of issues raised in
these pages might suggest further
problems. However, there are several
central points on which a real difference should be registered. First, this
reviewer does not find, with all the
author's concern for reconciling selfcriticism and self-acceptance, man's
sinful past with openness to the future, that the forgiveness of sins
really becomes the center and organizing point for the entire Christian
life. The organization rather revolves
about a conception of vocation rooted
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in God's plan of creation. The action
and experience of justification by
faith, together with the illumination
the person and work of Christ alone
throw on the significance of man's
life-these do not stand out with the
necessary clarity. And the fact that
the forgiveness of sins does not really
form the dynamic center for Christian
action is, unfortunately, borne out by
the conception of the dynamic for
goodness, i.e., thanksgiving. Although
Lutheran ethics s e e m s eternally
doomed to be misunderstood, its central affirmation of the grace of God
operative in bringing to faith and . in
enabling one to do great things for
Christ is still continually relevant.
When Dean Pike writes, "Then our
response to this free gift is a renewed striving to do good worksworks which again we judge-and the
cycle begins all over again," he indicates that the Law is still more decisive for his conception of Christian
living than is the grace and freedom
of the Gospel. It is not sufficient to
characterize Paul's ethics as a "therefore ethic: since Christ has saved us,
let us therefore behave in such a
fashion." The sanctification worked
by the Holy Spirit is the obverse to
this "therefore." Yet while insisting on
these theological differentia one must
emphasize that Doing the Truth is a
significant and illuminating event in
the area of Christian ethics.

STUDIES IN ZEN
By D. T. Suzuki (Philosophical Library, $4.75)
This is a collection of essays on
Zen Buddhism by a world-famous

Japanese authority on Buddhism. In
the seven essays Dr. Suzuki tries to ir•·
terpret to Western readers some salient
·c haracteristics of the thought and the
discipline of Zen. The Zen sect originated in India, was transmitted to
China by Indian missionaries, and
reached its full flowering in Japan. In
medieval times Zen contributed to the
culture of Japanese knighthood, lending to warriors the courage to face
death on the battlefield with equanimity. Many Japanese officers who
fought in the late war are now in Zen
monasteries.
Suzuki terms Zen "speculative mysticism." Its devotees learn to develop
resourcefulness in seeking to experience an ultimate reality which is beyond such philosophical distinctions as
"being and not-being", "self and notself." A remarkable feature of Zen
contemplative discipline is its extreme
flexibility, its unceasing concern to be
independent of the authority of the
past. The binding authority of Buddhist scriptures, of the teachings of
Buddhist saints, and of set customs of
worship, is systematically rejected. The
reality which is to be experienced is
said to be beyond the grasp of man's
discursive reasoning. Therefore the
truth must be taught by indirection.
It cannot be expressed, but only hinted at. This is done characteristically in
a kind of catechetical dialogue called
a mondo. The various speeches are
terse, cryptic, and to the non-initiated
seem to have no relation to one another. Often the master ends the
dialogue by striking his pupil a blow
with his fist or with a club. This suddenly shocks the learner into a state of
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enlightenment. The problem of the
role of the unconscious mind in Zen
practices of contemplation and in the
mondo has fascinated many a modern
student of psychiatry and psychoanalysis. A sample mondo:
Pupil: "I wish to have a knowledge of the Buddha."
Master: "No knowledge can be had
of him; knowledge belongs to the
devil."
1Pupil: "Who is the Buddha?"
Master: "You have no Buddhanature."
Pupil: "How about the animals?"
Master: "They have."
Pupil: "Why not I?"
Master: "Just because you negate
yourself.' '

IJ
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MAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

··
-.;

.•
•
""
•

By William J. Wolf (Christian
Faith Series edited by Reinhold
Niebuhr) (Doubleday, $2.95)
Professor Wolf of Episcopal Theological School has made a notable
contribution to Reinhold Niebuhr's
Christian Faith Series in this careful
study of the problem of revelation.
Since this series is intended for the
general reader the author does not intend to say anything that has not been
said before. He brings to this task of
translation a patience in exposition
that is matched by a most effective use
of example. Anyone who is suspicious
of a flight through the clouds of speculative theology will find himself more
comfortable though still respectable
with Prof. Wolf's lucid development.
For example, it would be difficult to
find a clearer introduction to the

complicated and sometimes bewildering Christian concept of history and
its meaning than Prof. Wolf's chapter
on the subject, carefully illustrated by
example from our national and community life.
The thesis of the book is that while
modern man is searching for God and
finding only counterfeits, the Christian
finds the true God only in His selfrevelation in Christ. Sin is real and
the cross is necessary for forgiveness .
" ... if God simply declared a free forgiveness on the basis of human repentance this would violate the very
moral foundations of the world ... The
Cross, an act of divine suffering and
humiliation, guards God's righteousness while he forgives.'' The author
follows Karl Barth, the great contemporary interpreter of John Calvin, in
asserting that revelation is redemption.
What would Martin Luther, for whom
the deus absconditus was as real as
life itself, say to this? What about the
revelation of the God who utterly destroyed the Amalekites, who hardened
Pharaoh's heart, who preferred Jacob
to Esau? What about the wrath of
God which, according to Paul in
Romans, is being revealed? Prof. Wolf
has no significant discussion of the
wrath of God at all! Despite his ex·
cellent intentions and the admirable
qualities of his book, Prof. Wolf, we
feel, is not being true to the New
Testament in subsuming the content of
revelation to the category of revelation and ignoring the tension between
wrath and love (which has implications for the Cross) that faith sees in
the Christian understanding of God.
RICHARD

BAEPLER
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FICTION
MOTHER AND SON
By Ivy Compton-Burnett (Messner, $3.50)
Miss Compton-Burnett's new novel,
Mother and Son, varies little from her
earlier books. The familiar setting is
an English country house at the turn
of the century. All the characters-masters, servants, children-speak in
the same, strange manner, and again
the author uses almost nothing but
dialogue peppered with epigrams to
tell her story.
In Mother and Son, middle-aged
Rosebery enjoys his strong attachment
to his aged mother, Miranda. The rest
of the household more or less resent
living under Miranda's tyranny but
cannot conceive of life without her.
When Miranda dies upon learning that
the three children living in the house
actually are her husband's by a former
mistress, the others attempt fresh starts
in life. Miss Compton-Burnett's favorite theme is the futility of trying to
change the destiny of one's life, and
her characters soon discover that Miranda's death by no means frees them
from her tyranny.
Some of the long conversations in
Mother and Son are surprisingly dull.
On the whole, however, it is a delightful book. The author's pithy style and
skillful characterization more than
make up for the disappointing spots.
CARLENE BARTELT

THE LAST GAMBLE
By Winston Graham
$3.95)

(Doubleday,

Mr. Graham once more picks up the
lives of Demelza and Ross Poldark as
they are engaged in a copper mining
venture in Eighteenth Century Corn·
wall. The tale is well tangled with
romances, including their own brief
flights away from one another.
Although Mr. Graham puts forth
an earnest effort to write a thought·
ful novel, The Last Gamble falls short
of being even the sort of light reading one would like to have in a ham- ..
mock on a warm evening. It contains
no great flaws but neither is it particularly diverting.

..

RoBERTA DoNSBACH

GENERAL
PART OF OUR TIME:
SOME MONUMENTS AND
RUINS OF THE THIRTIES
By Murray Kempton (Simon and
Schuster, $4.00)
As the fifties wear away, it is becoming apparent that it is easier to
gain a perspective on the thirties. The
final critical study of the thirties has
not been made, and it may be a good
many years before it can be attempted
with any hope of success, but Murray
Kempton's book is an attempt to explore some of the ramifications of the
thirties by looking at some of their outstanding personalities. In Part of Our
Time, Kempton has written about the
myth of the 1930's.
"This is a book about the myth
of the nineteen thirties.
"Most of all it was a social
myth. No man was an island. He
could not escape history. If Ma·

-
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drid fell, he fell with it. In his
own time, he would know the
night of defeat or the morning of
final victory. The instruments of
his salvation were his to command."
In writing about this myth he has selected persons who had either accepted
the myth and been broken by it or
people who had accepted it and had
lived with it successfully, and it is
this that is the source of his subtitle,
"Some Monuments and Ruins of the
Thirties."
"They were a very few people,
but they made a great noise, al-\
though not so great a one as the
noise being made over them now.
•
And yet, few though they were,
each was in some way different
from any other, and the consequences of their involvement with
the social myth of the thirties
were different for each of them.
Julius Rosenberg accepted the
•
myth and became a traitor. Walter Reuther accepted the myth
and became a highly useful citizen."
In analyzing this myth, Kempton
has, although somewhat briefly, traced
its origin to some of the happenings
.,.,; of the 1920's and he seems to indicate
two sources of the social myth, as he
" calls it. One of them he finds in economic disillusionment.
"It is already very hard to remember that, only a generation
ago, there were a number of
Americans, of significant character and talent, who believed that
our society was not merely
doomed but undeserving of sur-

1955

49

vival, and to whom every one of
its institutions seemed not just unworthy of preservation but crying
out to be exterminated.
"And it is also hard to re·- create
that storm which passed over
America in 1929, which conditioned the real history of the
thirties, and which provided what
the subjects of this inquiry at
least thought was the impulse of
their social myth. The year 1931
was not a time when the American businessman held his head
high. All the ancient values he
represented seemed to wither
around him. The early thirties
tried bankers and found them
guilty as steadily as the fifties
were to try Communists. The image of the American dream was
flawed and cracked; its critics had
never sounded more persuasive."
He finds a second source of disillusionment in the Sacco-Vanzetti
case with all of the implications of a
lack of justice that that case created.
"And, to understand them, I
believe it is necessary to think of
their lives as governed by a calendar of events different from the
ordinary concerns of the American
historian. Its red-letter days were
not so much those of October,
1929, when the twenties perished
with the stock market, as those of
August, 1927, when Nicola Sacco
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were
waiting for the executioner. For
so many of these people, the
myth of the thirties began at
Charlestown ·Prison in Boston with
Sacco and Vanzetti and not in
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lower Manhattan with Richard
Whitney nor in Washington with
Herbert Hoover."
Having established the bases for his
myth, the myth that Communism
could solve all political, economic and
social problems, Kempton then proceeds to examine a number of persons
who accepted the myth and the results
of that acceptance. In part he does
this by an antithetical presentation,
matching Alger Hiss against Whittaker
Chambers, Gardner Jackson against
Lee Pressman, and Joe Curran against
the Communist cell in the CIO National Maritime Union. Others he has
treated alone, such as J. B. Matthews,
Mary Heaton Vorse, Elizabeth Bentley, Anne Moos Remington, Paul
Robeson, and the Reuthers, father
and sons. In other cases he has examined an area such as the motion
picture industry with a rather close
look at a number of individuals in the
area. In addition to the movies, he has
taken a rather close look at writers
and at the youth movements of the
thirties.
Kempton does not profess to have
made the final judgment on these persons or these events but he has written a very fine and to date probably
the best treatise on some of the unfortunate and disastrous events of the
1930's. His work shows a very deep
insight into the American pattern as
it existed during that tragic decade
and anyone interested in the current
American scene will find Part of our
Time a stimulating and understanding
book about the recent history of the
United States.
One of the most interesting things

to me in Kempton's book is the sense
of perspective that he brings to that
decade. It has been rather commonplace in the fifties to assume that
there were a large number of influential Communists dominating American political and economic thought in
the thirties. If Kempton's book does
not do anything else, it will help to
destroy the myth that has grown up in
the fifties and that is that the thirties
was a "Red" decade. It is true, as ...
Kempton points out, that there were
a number of persons who were attracted to the social gospel coming
out of Russia.
"Sitting in America with ten
million unemployed and looking
out at the world, it was possible
to read Lenin and believe he was
right.
Not many people read
Lenin, but more did read John
Strachey or Louis Fischer or even
Richard Halliburton and learned
about a magic land were man had
eliminated unemployment an d
was conquering poverty."
But Kempton also points out that these
persons were relatively few in number
and that the great mass of the American people did not accept either the
disillusionment that came from the
twenties or the salvation promised in
the thirties.
"The great body of Americans
did not believe that their system
was mortally ill. Its decline was
far more surprising to them than
its subsequent recovery."
It is particularly interesting to examine •
the strength of the influence now supposed to have been exerted in the '
1930's by these persons of whom
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Kempton now writes. One of the most
interesting chapters to me was the
chapter about Dr. J. B. Matthews, a
former Methodist minister, who be,. came one of the most well-known of
the fellow travelers of the thirties and
one of the most well-known informers
of the fifties. He was a former research director of the House Committee on Un-American Activities and was
for a very short time staff director of
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy's Permanent Subcommittee on Investiga• tions. He is now a consultant, chiefly
for the Hearst Corporation, on the
Communist problem.
"He has become almost a rich
man as a consequence of his commitment, his disillusion, and his
long struggle against those who he
says are still clinging to the lost
vision of his youth. He lives well
in the society of persons who are,
...
like him, successful in the material
sense. The rewards of apostasy as
a profession are, I think, exaggerated; but, if anyone has been
blessed with them, it must be J.
B. Matthews."
Kempton points out that Matthews
never had been a Communist, that he
had circulated pretty much in the
" same group under different names but
that when it came time to recant, he
~ could not bring himself to admit that
he had not been influential or that he
had not been important and that, as
a consequence, he maximized his own
apostasy from the American pattern
~ and helped to create the myth of the
fifties that the Communist group in
this country had been strong, important and influential.
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"Matthews must have spent his
seclusion going over the meaning
of his life all the way back to
Java. A man can look upon his
life and accept it as good or evil;
it is far, far harder for him to
confess that it has been unim-

portant in the sum of things."
(Emphasis supplied.)
Kempton gives a very clear illustration
of this, as well as pointing out what
would have been a good approach
then, rather than wait until now,
when it is difficult to destroy a myth
in the process of being created.
"As an instance, Matthews with
perfect justice asserted that the
American League for Peace and
Democracy was a Communist
front. T h e American League
claimed to represent four million
members, a species of inflation
which Matthews passed on to
Martin Dies and the House Committee on Un-American Activities
as though it were fact. At the
time of its dissolution in October, 1939, it had just twenty
thousand members.
"We might all have been better off today if the honest opponents of J. B. Matthews had
conceded that the American
League for Peace and Democracy
was a Communist front and challenged the assumption that it had
four million members. That way,
we might have been rescued from
the myth, shared equally by those
who love and many who hate' J.
B. Matthews, that this was an era
when 'everyone' was influenced
by the Communists."
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In another area of the American
life, the myth of the Communist
domination of the thirties gained a
tremendous amount of nourishment
out of the trial and imprisonment of
the so-called "Ten Communists of
Hollywood"-John Howard Lawson,
Dalton Trumbo, Alvah Bessie, Albert
Maltz, Samuel Ornitz, Herbert Biberman, Lester Cole, Ring Lardner, Jr.,
Edward Dmytryk, and Adrian Scott.
Kempton introduces a very enlightening bit of evidence to show the extent of this "domination."
"The crest of Communist influence in Hollywood is generally
placed somewhere in the period
between 1936 and 1939. There
are two ways of measuring that
influence. One is in terms of so
many parties for Spain or so
many dinners for V. J. Jerome.
That is the backdrop. The other
measure is what the Communists
did in the industry which was
their function. That is the heart
of their lives.
"There follows a representative
list of films written by scriptwriters who appear to have been
Communists in the thirties. (The
intermittent
critical
comments
are from contemporary reviews by
the Daughters of the American
Revolution):
"John Howard Lawson wrote They
Shall Have Music ("Delightful" DAR) and Algiers, with Charles
Boyer and Hedy Lamarr. Lawson thus
coined Pepe Le Moko's line: "Come
with me to the Casbah," which, next
to Odets' "We could make beautiful
music together" (The General Died

at Dawn), may be considered the most
permanent cultural contribution by a
left-wing scriptwriter during the entire period.
"Lester Cole had screen credits on
Winter Carnival, Secrets of a Na;;i
Spy, and I Stole a Million.
"John Wexley wrote Confessions of
a Na;;i Spy ("Excellent ... no sentimentalized patriotism"-DAR) and Angels
with Dirty Faces ("Good"-DAR).
"Mortimer Offner wrote Radio City
Revels, Little Tough Guys in Society,
and The Sail!t in New York.
"Samuel Ornitz was responsible for
Little Orphan Annie and Army Girl,
"Dedicated to the Men and Mounts
of the United States Cavalry."
"Dalton Trumbo had a hand in
The Kid from Kokomo (prize fighting); The Flying Irishman (WrongWay Corrigan); Sorority House
("Wholesome"); A Man to Remember
(tone unfriendly to the American
Medical Association, but "Good"DAR); and Fugitive for a Night (prolabor).
"Gordon Kahn listed seven screenplays, whose character is best indicated by their titles: Mickey the Kid;
S.O.S. Tidal Wave; I Stand Accused;
Mama Runs Wild; The Te·nth Avenue
Kid; Newsboys' Home; and ExChamp.
"Jerome Chodorov wrote a Communist part for Lew Ayres in Rich
Girl, Poor Girl ("Good"-DAR). The
critics considered his treatment unsympathetic.
"This was a period when Dorothy
Parker contributed to the New Masses.
"There is no longer '1,' there is
'WE.' The day of the individual
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is dead." Scott Fitzgerald observed, "Dotty has embraced the
church and reads her office
faithfully every day, (but it) does
not affect her indifference." Between offices Miss Parker wrote
the scripts for: Sweethearts, with
Jeannette MacDonald ("Excellent"-DAR), and Trade Winds."
"It is one of the myths of the
fifties that communism in the
thirties had a special attraction
for the best talents. But whatever
magnetism the Party had was
transient for the first-rate and
permanent only for some of the
third-rate."
"No one could say when it was
.all over what it had all meant.
The House committee's long
search through the ruins was
hardly impressive by any rule of
numbers. In December, 1952, the
committee released a list of persons who had been identified to it
as having been at one time or another members of the Hollywood
Communist Party. The list totaled
222 employees or wives of employees of the film industry. It
was presumably incomplete, although there have been few additions since. By no means all of
them were Communists at the
same time. Taken all together,
they represented a little over onehalf of one per cent of the industry." (Emphasis supplied.)
In a third area which Kempton explores, the literary scene, he finds
the same minimal influence. Important and able writers who were attracted to the myth in the early part
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of the thirties stayed with it only a
very short period of time and soon
realized the danger of accepting it as
a basis of literature. He makes a particular reference to Edmund Wilson,
Sherwood Anderson and John Dos
Passos as illustrative of this early and
transient appeal to men of ability.
Kempton points out that as the thirties
wore away, the movement attracted
people of less ability.
"One of the myths of the fifties
is that the proletarian novel dominated the literature of the early
thirties. It did have some fashion
as a notion; there was a sense
that, after all, this might be the
future. William Faulkner, then
in his greatest period, was dismissed with more assurance than
many nonpolitical critics could
bring to Jack Conroy.
"But, in point of fact, even
while the proletarian novel was
being discussed with most intensity, very few writers were producing it."
For all persons who have accepted
so readily the thesis of the fifties that
there was so much Communism in this
country in the thirties, this book
should be required reading. For all
persons who have been reluctant to
accept the notion that the American
pattern was firmly and irrevocably
established in the twenties, this book
should be required reading also. It is
true, Kempton points out, that there
were individuals who were attracted
to the myth, important individuals,
and it is also true that some of them
ruined themselves on it. But it is also
true that some persons accepted the
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myth and later put their experiences,
gained with working with it, into a
real contribution to the development
of the American heritage.
FROM LEXINGTON TO LIBERTY

By

Bruce

Lancaster

(Doubleday,

$6.00)
THE FORGOTTEN LEADERS
OF THE REVOLUTION

By Howard Swiggett

(Doubleday,

$4.00)
These newest additions to the bulging library devoted to the War for
Independence are different and yet
they are alike. They are different in
that Lexington is concerned primarily
with events; Leaders with people.
They are alike in that each has much
space devoted to the not-so-wenknown.
Mr. Lancaster begins his story a
decade before the skirmish at Lexington, carries it through the darkness of
Valley Forge and into the light of
freedom on the plains before Yarktown. The author writes for the interested non-historian, but there are
many incidents and a plethora of
names which will mean little or
nothing to all except the historically
trained. It is evident that Mr. Lancaster is no tyro historian, but sometimes his erudition tends to clog the
free flow of the narrative. In addition, his language is so marinated in
metaphors and salted with similes that
the story, at times, is less palatable
than it might be. A little "sharp"
writing goes a long way. Aside from
these relatively minor flaws, however,

the book is worthwhile. It presents a
view of the revolutionary period quite
different from most, and Mr. Lancaster does not flinch when he explodes a good number of myths of the
junior high school variety. One of the
Mainstream of America Series, it is an
entirely adequate and, perhaps more
important, an interesting coverage of
an important era.
If Mr. Lancaster's preoccupation
with little known events and facts was
accidental, Mr. Swiggett's is intentional. He purposed to throw a spotlight on those men who worked primarily behind the scenes while the
Washingtons, Jeffersons and Hamiltons performed before the public. In
any major production, good men
backstage are essential, and Mr. Swiggett feels that these Revolutionary
stagehands should become b e t t e r
known and their contributions more
appreciated. He has taken twenty-odd
men-lesser known figures-and presents briefly their contributions to the
conception, birth and infancy of the
new nation. But beyond this, he portrays their personal lives, their hopes,
dreams,
ambitions, disappointments
and fears-all of which affected to a
greater or lesser degree, adversely or
favorably, the great experiment. The ot
book is considerably shorter than Mr.
Lancaster's and, because of the num- '*
her of people treated within its covers,
the space devoted to any one is of
necessity quite short. But Mr. Swiggett did not set out to write detailed
biographies. He intended only to ap- .,
prise the interested layman of the
fact that there were many whose <blood, foresight and courage con-
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tributed to the birth of the nation,
other than those whose pictures appear on the currency and coin of the
realm. In this effort he has succeeded.

THIS IS THE LIFE

..

"'

otl

"

4

..,

By Helen Chappell White (Doubleday, $3.50)
Without ever having seen "This Is
The Life" over television, which is
put on by the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod and, therefore, without
TV being able to influence my remarks one way or the other, I shall review "This Is the Life" purely from
a literary angle.
Taken from the television series of
the same name, these ten dramatic
episodes in the life of the Fisher
family offer good summer reading.
This book is readable and light, but
with its serious moments. The purpose
of the ten chapters, although they deal
with an unrelated series of events, is
to show the reader what motivates
each member of the Fisher family.
What does motivate them?
Simply, it is the spirit of Jesus
Christ. In this spirit, the whole
family is strengthened and aided-not
only in solving their own family problems, but also in helping their neighbors and friends work out their difficulties.
Perhaps not every episode is of the
daily life variety, but the events are
familiar enough so that you can
imagine either yourself, a neighbor or
a friend who might be caught up in
a similar set of circumstances. However, the main point is that every
family would be better off if it could
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emulate the devotion, sincerity and
faith of the Fisher family. According
to TV reviews the Fisher family is
well received and welcomed into
thousands of homes. The book should
be too. Mrs. White has done a good
job.
GRACE

WoLF

CAPE COD'S WAY

By Scott Corbett (Crowell, $3.95)
Scott Corbett moved from New
York City to Cape Cod a number of
years ago and was so fascinated by
the Cape that he wrote a rather
pleasant sketch of his experiences entitled We Chose Cape Cod. Mr. Corbett recognized in that book that he
was not an insider and that no matter
how long he would live at the Cape
he would always be an outlander to
the natives in this New England vacation spot. Mr. Corbett has now decided that if he cannot be a native he
can at least be an historian of the
natives and he has written this very
interesting and fascinating history of
Cape Cod.
He is concerned with the chronological history and development of
this Massachusetts peninsula, as well
as the various geographic and historic
factors that have created certain definite individual and group traits in the
Cape Codders.
After a general look at Cape Cod
as a whole, Mr. Corbett takes up each
of the fifteen townships which make
up the Cape, discussing the history of
each and pointing out significant historical spots in each township which a
visitor would find interesting. There is
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a short bibliography and a map of the
area. Good summer reading.

THE COMPLETE MERCEDES STORY
By W. Robert Nitske (Macmillan,
$5.00)
The recent racing tragedy at LeMans, France, has again focused attention on sport and racing cars, and
in this particular incident, upon the
product of the Daimler-Benz Corporation, makers of the Mercedes-Benz
automobile.
Without regard to the merits or demerits of racing as a sport and without
regard to the merits or demerits of the
rapid growth in importance of the
automobile, the fact remains that the
products of the famous Daimler-Benz
companies have long dominated the
automobile scene, both in the field of
production and racing automobiles, by
virtue of their excellence. Daimler
and Benz, once separate enterprises,
go back to 1894, and in this book on
the Mercedes story, Mr. Nitske has
traced the historical development of
Gottlieb Daimler's company and of
Karl Benz' enterprises and the ultimate merging of their efforts in the
production of what is now known as
the Mercedes-Benz. This book covers
the history of these enterprises and of
sports and racing cars down through
1954. There are a large number of
photographs of both production and
racing models, and anyone for whom
the automobile (and particularly fine
ones) still exercises a fascination will
find this good summer reading.

* * *

A number of recent books of m-

terest to CRESSET readers are here
noted rather briefly as a guide to
some summer selections in the field of
biography. There are three significant
~ I
books covering two extremely well
" ~I
known recent historical figures and
one person rather unknown outside of
his particular field. August Kubizek,
who knew Adolf Hitler as a young
man, has now written a biography
about him called The Young Hitler I
Knew (Houghton Mifflin, $4.00).
Kubizek and Hitler were students together and spent four years as rather
close friends. Kubizek has now reviewed these years notably in the light
of what happened to Hitler in the
many years after he lost touch with
him. It has been translated from the
German by E. V. Anderson and has
an introduction by H. F. TrevorRoper. Excellent summer reading for
those who are still concerned with
what happened to Germany during
those tragic years.
The second political figure of importance, Chiang Kai-shek, is portrayed by Emily Hahn (Chiang Kai- ;.
shek, Doubleday, $5.00), who has
written so well and so often about the
Chinese. Miss Hahn (The Soong
Sisters) states that this is an unauthorized biography, and further in
her author's note she states:
"Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek did not co-operate on this
book; on the contrary, he doesn't
want anything published about
himself as long as he is kept off
the mainland. He feels that in
these circumstances he is not
(.
worth attention. The author doesn' t agree."

•
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Inasmuch as the China problem has
not been solved and may not be
solved for a number of years, one cannot help but agree with Miss Hahn
that the Generalissimo is worth attention.
A third current biography, Danish
Rebel (Muhlenberg, $3.50) by Jo·• hannes Knudsen, is about the life of
..,.
N. F. S. Grundtvig. Grundtvig is not
known particularly outside of his na. ., tive Denmark, but in his own country
he has been regarded both as a heretic
and a prophet. He has variously been
a scholar, a poet, a patriot, and an
• educator, but most of all he has al~
ways been a Christian. He has been
one of the greatest opponents of
_. Kierkegaard. This rather short biography will do much to focus attention
on this man who has been so important in his own country.

* * *

P

THE CRESSET has noted before,
with real happiness, the entry of the

1955

57

Doubleday Company into the field of
pocket books under the trade name
of Anchor. A number of titles are
now available, some being reprints of
classics or significant works not now
readily available, or, in other cases,
books written especially for this set.
THE CRESSET would like to call its
readers' attention to three recent issues now available generally. The
first is an edition of Franz Kafka's
famous novel about the United States,
Amerika (95c). Eric Bentley has put
together in book form selections from
the music criticism of Bernard Shaw,
Shaw on Music (95c). Four Stages of
Renaissance Style by Wylie Sypher
( $1.25) is an original. In this book
Mr. Sypher examines the developments
in the field of art and literature in
the years from 1400 to 1700, discussing the four as he finds them, major
stages of Renaissance style. There are
thirty-two pages of illustrations.
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TENACITY
The old leaf stayed
Stubborn
As a multicolored
Goat.
Starved
And freezing
But still afloat.
-GENEVIEVE

K.

STEPHENS

A Minority
Report
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ By

VICTOR

The Complex
Judicial Process

able or not, it is at any rate com.J
plex. The judges and justicesthe court, so to speak-do not ar- .._
bitrate, conciliate, or adjudicate
arbitrarily or altogether at their
/
own discretion. The court acts
within a complex set of rules
1-4
and regulations-from whatever
source derived-a system of rules ...
and regulations by which men
control the man-to-man relation- .,..
ships and the man-to-society re- ,.
lationships. This, in tum, suggests that the legal system usually
acts only when controversies be- ..
tween individuals are brought to "
the courts or when, by the action
of police officers and prosecutors,
violators of the public law of ..
the community are hailed before
the procedures of justice. In addition, the courts serve as guides • li
and deterrents to citizens in their
.
extra-court and pre-court actiVI·

The judicial process has been
with civilized peoples for a long
time and surely it has been rooted deeply and long in the AngloSaxon heritage. As a matter of
fact, it is still the best substitute
for settlement of disputes by
combat, weapons, ordeal, duels,
and warfare a la the Hatfields
and the McCoys. Thus might no
longer makes right but, on
paper at least, right might make
for might and power. It has been
said over and over again that this
is the rational way of resolving
disputes and is the more appropriate way to regularize human
relationships. And to some degree, it is certain and predictable.

F.

HOFFMANN

.

...

Whether certain and predict-
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ties, before legal action becomes
necessary.
~
From the lowest state or municipal
court to the federal
.....
court of last resort, the Supreme
Court, the judicial process adjudicates according to several as- pects. The trial court, for ex.., ample, carries out · the following
functions. It determines the na- "" ture of the controversy or the
violation. It attempts to lay out
the boundaries of the points at
.. issue. The court tries to dig out
all the necessary facts. After all
this has been done, the trial
.. court lays out the relevant law
and passes judgment one way or
the other. In case of dissatisfaction with the specific operation
of any of these functions, the
case may go to appellate courts
or to the highest tribunal in the
~
land, the Supreme Court. Be~ yond that, there is only the appeal to heaven.
The chief determinants of the
W "judicial process are to be found
in the sources of law, that is, in
common law, in equity, in the
constitutions, in statutory provi... sions, and in the higher ethical
c--1 and moral laws. This framework
is complicated more than it in..trinsically is by the structural
• lines of our American system,
for example, by federalism, the
~separation of powers, checks and
balances, and our decentralized

..
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administrative system. In addition, all kinds of pluralismsethical, moral, group, and political-act with increasing impact
upon the judicial process.
In this fashion, the judicial
process goes to the heart of everyday life. As such, it is at the very
least a socializing process by
which the law must be brought
up-to-date with the new and
ever-moving facts of life. The judicial process, it seems plain
from the above, is complex. It
seems equally as plain that the
complex judicial process requires
a good deal of interpretation .
~

The Inevitability Of
Judicial Interpretation
There is no rule or regulation,
from whatever source derived
and regardless of the time applied, that is literal and specific
enough for ministerial and automatic implementation. In addition, life and society are so complex that even a specific and literal law could not be applied to
every judicial occasion. How can
the drawing of interpretation
lines be avoided where one is
concerned with federalism, the
separation of powers, and an almost infinite number of administrative agencies? Even the prosaic facts of a trial court do not
apply themselves. The police of-
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ficer taking in a drunk is forced
to interpret. When is a drunk a
drunk? Or again-can a judge
pull out the relevant law as ministerially as getting cigarettes out
of a machine? Not even a deflated judicial quarter goes that
far.
Interpretation, moreover, is
highly necessary in the application of constitutional law. No
matter what basic view is taken
of the constitution, this seems to
be the case. Even if the constitution is considered to be a contract in the lawyer's sense of the
term, the covenant has to be interpreted. There is fine print
and there is invisible print. One
finds it difficult to find even a
simple private contract which
can be accepted at face value.
The strictest of the strict constructionists must interpret.
There is more to the constitution than the less than twenty
pages it usually occupies at the
rear of a textbook. Or to put it
another way: every time and
generation becomes a new constitutional convention. Meaning
comes to the constitution, not
only by the intention of the
framers and the words of the document per se, but also from the
circumstances outside the constitution. Constitutional decisions
are as much a reflection of the
times as they are a reflection of

the law. The same may be said,
to repeat, of every aspect of the
judicial process.
Interpretation then is inevitable. For a good many years, a
large part of that interpretation
has been judicial.

>...

~

The Judges
In recent years, a large amount ... of discussion has revolved around
the concepts of public policy and
the predilections of the judges. "
There is a school that favors the
adoption of the following stereo- ~
type: the judges are to speak for A. ~
the people since the law and the
constitutions are what the people
say they are. It has also been said
in this fashion: the constitution
is a dynamic idea in the hearts _
and minds of the people. Law
then, to paraphrase Oliver Wen- I.dell Holmes Jr., really becomes ,.
the logic of experience. Mr.
Justice Cardozo referred to the
positive judicial articulation of
social values.
"'
This approach, no matter how -.
democratic it sounds and how
legitimate under the ideals of "' ·
representative government, is attended by some burdens. It is
rather difficult to ascertain, •measure, and evaluate the social
milieu and the climate of public •
opinion where a high degree of 'pluralism and heterogeneity ex-
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ists. It would be rather difficult
for the justices or the judges to
speak for the entire community,
not only because of the infinite
multiplicity involved, but also
because of the judge.
Consciously or unconsciously,
the judge will find it most easy
to speak only for a dominant
part of the community. Or he
might speak for one group for
which he himself has a personal
predilection. After reading a
number of Supreme Court decisions, it seems probably truein spite of all the dangers of
oversimplification-that in many
instances the judges and the justices have actually spoken only
for a part of the American population. For which part ought he
to speak, for ~xample, in the recent segregatwn cases? Somewhere from the skies of his own
metaphysics he will have to reach
for the ethical rationale.

,.. Disillusionment
When superficial observers and
less sophisticated spectators of
_,what goes on in America come
to realize the less than objective
characteristics of the judicial
-.! process, they seem to be dis._ illusioned. The concept of eternal truth unfolding year after
.- year under the omnipotent and
omniscient bands of the judges
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has been shattered. They had
perhaps been under the impression in one way or another that
the members of American courts
wore haloes, sat on the Olympian heights of majestic justice,
and spoke as if they were in a direct lineage of the jurisprudential gods. But now they are disappointed for there is no objective reality of the law. Even
"Thou shalt not kill" requires
interpretation. It seems at first
thought to be definite, dogmatic,
and absolute. Yet there is killing
and there is killing. Killing
ranges from outright murder to
various forms of hate and dislike. In between there are, according to many people, the following forms of murder: birth
control, mercy killing, war, and
murder in self-defense. T h e
judge is faced with specific interpretation to specific social situations. How can he bring all the
different versions of killing into
uniform social interpretation?
At best, the judges and justices,
like all the rest of us, can only
rationalize complete stability,
logic, and order. In the final
analysis, what passes for law and
order in the American judicial
process is a mixture of certainties
and uncertainties, and a mixture
of interpretations by judges and
justices, by legislators, administrators, executives, and less of-
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ficial citizens in the United
States.
One feels at times that it is
academic to ask, "How much has
t h e judicial process accomplished?" One is heartened and
amazed to know that something
is being done. By and large a
fair amount of justice has become the order of the day. And

.j

of course-some justice is never
achieved until we walk across
the Styx. One cannot expect of
human systems of justice those
things which can only be ex- ...,.
pected of the Lord of Heaven
and Earth. And we most certainly are not lords of heaven ._ ~
and earth.

.. .

.

THE SEA
Anchovy bone and waterscone
Pea-green knave and muddy brave
Chevalier of a thousand ships
I am the ribald sea.
One morning when the sky is sky
I take the land in my rolling hand
And charge like a bull or a light brigade
To peeve you landlost people
Then after a roister and a roaring romp
I'll growl and scowl to my deepless den
Sleep like a bear or sun like a seal
After my look at the world
But come tomorrow I'll dwell with the whales
And a robbers' while and then I'll smile
And chortle and frown and smirk and glare
Till I think of another affair.
-jOSEPH ENGEL

~--------------------------~
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THE MOTION PICTURE
By

ANNE HANSEN

The January 1955 issue of The
Atlantic
carried an engrossing
....
supplement titled Perspective of
.. japan. Here, as Noel Busch observed in a special foreword, we
· .... are given a "keyhole vista" of the
Japan of today. Many phases of
life in the Land of the Rising
Sun are discussed and evaluated
.., by prominent Japanese writers.
In the chapter Popular Enter... tainment in japan Koji Ozaki,
author and drama critic, tells us
something about TV in Japan,
about the dance and its place in
Japanese culture, and about the
.., Japanese film.
_.
The Japanese film industry is
controlled by five major studios
'"'-commonly called the Big Five.
Shochiku, the largest of these,
has a working capital equivalent
,to $5,000,000 in our money and
employs eighteen directors. Pro.., duction schedules move at high
speed. Each studio completes at
... least four films a month, and a
~ director needs only about ten
~ days to make a feature film.
"" Until recently the Big Five
~had a complete monopoly on the
Japanese film industry, not only

on the finished product but on
film players and directors as
well. Any actor or actress or director who was rash enough to
appear in a film made by an independent company was automatic a II y and permanently
barred from employment by the
major studios. Only the most
important and the most popular
stars have finally succeeded in
achieving a free status, with the
right to accept independent assignments written into their contracts. Early attempts to challenge-or to defy-the authority
of the Big Five were shortlived .
But now independent producers
who are either avowed Communists or who are sympathetic to
the party line have begun to win
a toehold in the industry with
films that are frank antiwar
propaganda.
Approximately 500 films are
released each year in Japan .
About half of these are Japanese; the others are predominantly American and French. In
the early postwar years native
films had little appeal for Japanese audiences. American pic-

~
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tures were in great demand. Two
years ago the pattern began to
change. At the present time boxoffice receipts from native productions far exceed those derived
from all foreign films .
This trend, Mr. Ozaki tells us,
began with the spectacular success of Rasho.men, the Japanese
film which won not only an
American Academy Award but
first prize at the International
Film Festival at Venice as well.
Other Japanese films have won
high honors in international
competitions: Ugetsu and A
Woman's Life at Venice ; Gate of
Hell and The Tale of the Genji
at Cannes, and The Place Where
the Chimneys Are Seen at Berlin.
A short time ago an enterprising manager opened a so-called
"art" theater in our city. This
new theater is to show only
foreign and domestic "art" films.
What is an "art" film? I am
not sure that I know. I have not
seen or heard a clear-cut definition of the term.
Ugetsu (Daiai Studio - Masaichi Nagato Productions, Kenji
Mizoguchi) was the second feature to be exhibited at the Little
Cinema.
In his fascinating article in
The Atlantic Mr. Ozaki points
out that most Japanese filmmakers tum to the past for
theme and inspiration and that

their pictures reflect the oldfashioned feudal elements which ..
still survive in Japanese social ,.
customs. The older directors
cling to the traditional art forms ""
as they are exemplified in
Kabuki and Noh, the age-old
classical forms of the Japanese rdrama. Only the younger directors have shown a willingness to •
try to portray on the screen the ,._ .
problems of contemporary society.
~
Ugetsu is a fine example of the . ._ A
traditional Japanese drama. The ~
film is based on the classic
Ugetsu Monogatari, a collection ,.,
of short stories written by Akinari Ueda in 1768. The plot is
set in the closing years of the
sixteenth century-an era known
as the "Period of the Wars." It ..
tells the story of an ambitious I.
potter whose greed for wealth
brought him only disillusion- ,..
ment and sorrow. Ugetsu portrays with telling force the cruel ~
impact of war on simple, peace-,. •
loving people. Past and present
are subtly interwoven in a skill- .,...
ful blending of realism and fan•
1tasy. Although the actmg may
seem strange and stylized to Oc- ~
cidental eyes, no one can fail to 1
come under the spell of the su-'perb artistry of the players. The ~
soundtrack-unlike anything I
had heard before - effectively ~ J
supports the action on the
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screen. The black-and-white pho., tography is magnificent. All in
... all, Ugetsu is well worth seeing.
Doctor in the House (J. Ar"' thur Rank, Republic), the initial
presentation at the Little Cinema, is an amusing-if not out... standing-English f i I m. The
background is staid St. Swithin's
1
in England. The swiftly paced
~ -t action makes use not only of
well-worn medical-school gags
but of fresh material as well.
"" Blackboard Jungle (M-G-M,
Richard Brooks) is a disturbing
e.. picture. Adapted for the screen
from Evan Hunter's controver• sial
novel, this film has evoked
widespread and heated discussion.
Much has been said and writ~ ten in the last decade on the
subject of juvenile delinquency.
... Everyone agrees that the prob.. lem is a grave one. But so far no
one seems to have found a satisfactory solution. It seems to me
~
that Blackboard Jungle has little
.,. or nothing to contribute to a
7 possible solution.
In our community the film was shown with
"' a high-sounding preface which
.i said that although, of course, we
r know that the conditions depict~ ~ ed on the screen do exist elsewhere, fortunately they do not
~
. m
. our own h appy comex1st
-f munity.
No doubt civic pride demand-

l
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ed that a similar statement be
shown wherever Blackboard
Jungle was exhibited. This
means that at the very start
viewers were invited to adopt a
complacent t h i s-isn't-our-problem attitude, thus effectively negating the avowed purpose of the
film.
Are the scenes in Blackboard
Jungle exaggerated? Many teachers have stated in print that they
are not. Others have said that
they are. If they are, the situation is not only serious but critical.
No one will quarrel with the
premise that teaching should
and must be a creative force and
not merely a dry-as-dust routine
chore. But can anyone apply the
term "creative" to the type of
teaching set forth by Glenn Ford
in the role of the harassed
teacher? Is anyone naive enough
to believe that wild teen-age
hoodlums could be so moved by
the showing of a Jack-and-theBean Stalk cartoon that of their
own accord they would take the
first steps toward ultimate reform? What nonsense! Blackboard Jungle does not present a
well-rounded picture of juvenile
delinquents. We see the tough
boys only in the classrooms of a
hideously shabby and outmoded
school and when they are occasionally running wild in the
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streets of the slum in which they
live. We see nothing, and know
very little about, the home influence which helped to shape
them.
From the viewpoint of artistry
Blackboard Jungle is undistinguished. The teen-age boys in
the cast-most of them amateurs
appearing before the cameras for
the first time-walk off with the
acting honors. The performances
of the professional players are
both uninspired and uninspiring.
I saw another disturbing film
recently. No doubt some will say
that Bedevilled (M·G-M, CinemaScope) is outright propaganda
for the Roman Catholic Church.
But I wonder if any church body
welcomes or relishes a film
which is cheap and shoddy in
every way.
Recently Bosley Crowther, motion picture critic for the Ne:w
York Times, devoted his entire
Sunday column to a discussionand condemnation-of what he
called "the outrageous and offensive manifestations of violence in our films." He deplored
the "violence, the senseless sadism and the calculated brutality
present in our movies since
World War II."
I am in complete agreement
with Mr. Crowther. Violent Saturday (20th Century-Fox, Cine-

I

maScope) is a lurid and ugly
,.,
film which fits into the category •
described by the astute critic of ~
the New York Times. In this instance the producer deliberately ,.
injected a religious note into the
film. The Amish farmer who
wields a pitchfork with grim ef- ,_.
fectiveness does not appear at
all in the story from which
Violent Saturday was derived.
Other current releases which
lean heavily on crime and violence are: The Big Combo (AIlied Artists) a routine cops-and- "'
robbers yarn; Run for Cover ~&
(Paramount, Vista Vision), a
better-than-average tale about '"
the early West; Tight Spot (Columbia), still another s to r y
about rackets and racketeers, and
Big House, U. S. A. (United
Artists), which, among other acts ~
of violence, features a prison 1:break.
4
Strange Lady in Town (Warners) stars Greer Garson in a
horse opera which remains dull
in spite of its vaunted new"'
look.
Three new musical extravaganzas are on my list: Daddy ,.
Long Legs (20th Century-Fox,
CinemaScope) c o - s t a r s Fred
Astaire and Leslie Caron-both ..
superb dancers-in a musical
version of Jean Webtser's syrupy I.novel with the same title; .Mambo (Paramount), a film of
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which the chief attraction is a
colorful Italian background, and
Three for the Show (Columbia),

I ""~
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which will delight those who feel
that Betty Grable has been
away too long.

...
PICKERELWEED
We stand in time as the pickerelweed
stands with feet in the sun-warmed shallows,
and skyward lifts from the clogging mud
spires as blue as the backs of swallows.

•

And we like reeds with hollow stalks
siphon the past from the water-meadows
of ages gone, and make it wax
into fresh bloom from the vellum shadows.
For time is the bowl of then and now
and worlds to come in one solution,
nourishment, numen, flux and flow;
no less than eternity is our portion.

•
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CHRISTINE TURNER CURTIS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

-.

Granted, the situation easily ...,
leads to pessimism. But so far,
most of the suggestions to correct it have been negative and
fatalistic. There seems to be .,..
little the average citizen can do texcept hope that the inevitable
war will not come soon.
But there is a positive constructive program of action that
might be the solution to the ~'
problem that confronts us. It _.
consists in actively working for
peace based on the Christian "
principle of love. Let us suppose
that the Christians in our nation,
realizing the destruction which
another war would be sure to
bring, demanded that congress •
find a solution to the problem of ~
achieving peace. And let us also
suppose that after studying the ,...
problem, congress decided to destroy all the weapons of war
which we now possess. The coun- ._.
ary would not merely sink armaments into the ocean so that they •
might b~ retrieved at a later date ~
for poSSible use, but absolutely
destroy them in the sight of all
the nations of the world.
Then congress could appro- ~w
priate the 72·% of our current !"
national budget which is going

Dear Editor:
In these days of international
tensions, it seems that our
country is using war as a lever.
We say, "If you cross this line, we
will fight. If you attack, we will
use massive retaliation." It is
easy to make this kind of threat,
but unfortunately this has two
serious consequences. One is that
we tend to think more and more
of war as the only solution to international difficulties w h i c h
may arise; the second, and a
much more serious consequence
is that some day, China or Russia may call our bluff, and we
will either have to back down,
thereby rendering our policy
statements meaningless to the
rest of our allies and the neutral
nations, or we may be dragged
into a war before we realize
what is happening.
The stockpiling of atom and
hydrogen bombs has paradoxically decreased our feeling of security because the communists
have them as well. We will soon
reach the point at which both
the United States and Russia
will have enough super weapons
to completely annihilate each
other.
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for war material and defense
"" into a program of helping lessen
the causes of war. The money
could be used to help those who
to" are less materially blessed than
we are. It could be used to combat the causes of unrest which
- ., lead underprivilged nations into
communism. The s tar v i n g
.,; peoples of the world could be
. ... fed. Clothes could be made for
those who now are freezing. Doctors could be trained to help the
., sick of all nations. We could
strive to practice the equality
.._ which we preach and see to it
that there would be no second
._ class citizens. By the practicing
of equality at home, we would
lessen the suspicion towards us
of the yellow and black races of
•the world, which comprise most
of the neutral nations whose
~ sympathies for our democratic
way of life we need so badly. We
"'could be on guard to see that our
basic freedoms are not being
violated.
" But of course there would be
• protests to such a plan. It would
be claimed to be unrealistic in
,.the face of the communist threat.
It would be charged with being
impractical. But let us consider
" ~e possible reactions of the
... communist nations to s u c h
moves on our part. They oblliously would be in an embarassing position. Their claims as
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peace loving would be put to
test and if they did not go along
with a similar plan of their
own, the rest of the world could
easily see which side is truly the
side of good will and peace. But
suppose the communists regarded this as an opportunity to conquer the world. Suppose countries fell to communism one after
another until finally the United
States was invaded. Would we
fight the invader? No, not with
arms for it is not possible to
achieve true conversion of other
people with this method. The
communists would take over the
country without a battle. And if
the country were occupied, some
would then say that all would be
lost, we would be enmeshed in
totalitarianism, become slaves,
become brainwashed. There are
those who would agree with
Patrick Henry that death is preferable to slavery. To this it can
only be answered that no matter what the external circumstances are, God is always with
each person. And there is always
the hope that love will be
stronger than malice.
Such a time would not be one
for people of little faith. This
would be the true test of Christian love for our fellow men,
whether they be neighbors or
enemies. It would be the test of
whether our demorcatic way of
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life and free America, there for
the invader to see, would be
strong enough to convert him to
our way of life. Have we so little
faith in our democracy as to
think that it could not convince
many that it is a superior way of
life?
And if the invader were
brutal, we could protest, passively resisting the wrongs he might
inflict. Some lives might be lost
in such a protest, but certainly
far fewer than would be lost in
another war. If we countered the
enemy's attacks with charity, unselfishness and love, would it
be possible for him to keep resisting our kindness? Are there
any human beings who can
keep forever from being influenced by the power of good
will? It might take decades to
convert the enemy, to have him
set us free again, but through
love and faith, the right would
triumph in the end.
Admittedly, such a program is
not likely to come about. But it
is idealistic only in the way that

Christianity is an ideal way of
life. Such a procedure would not ....
be easy because it would take a •
tremendous amount of courage
to declare ourselves irrevocably ..,.
against war. It would be a great
risk to take that the communists
would not dominate the earth, f'
though in the face of the annihilation another war would bring, •
would this not be a worthwhile - _
risk? And if we should become
dominated by communism, it
would be a supreme test of our
faith in the power of love to "'
win the enemy to our side.
,..
The United States can not ex- ,..
pect Godless Russia to declare
herself against war, especially
when we threaten her with hydrogen bombs. As a Christian
nation, the United States should•
be the first to take steps in this
direction. We should heed Jesus' \statement in His Sermon on the
Mount, "Blessed are the peace- .._
makers: for they shall be called
the children of God."
(Mrs.) Arlen Birr
Delmar, N. Y.

...
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IN THE SUBWAY
Old woman
with your deeplined face
who speaks to you
when your eyes
trace
clouds
unseen
by others on the flat
7
subway platform
sitting on the bench
against the subway wall
like a dead branch
hanging from a growing tree
a dead limb
about to fall
waiting for your shuttletrain
• what clouds stir
your inner eyes
And what sounds-replace
the machineroar
of trains
1through the tunnel
what voice leaves
a temple pulse
...like cloud thunder
in your ears
How
~ your old eyes gleam
unseen ....

.,
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With the end of the academic year,
Next month, as is our yearly custom,
we face the necessity of making some
we shall not publish. That gives both
staff changes. Our circulation manager
the editors and the readers an oppor- ~
and general factotum, Miss Rita Satunity to take it easy and give their
dosky, has left us for a larger area of
minds a rest from pondering the imservice as deaconess in a metropolitan
ponderables. When we resume publi- '-.
parish. We can assure her pastor, who
cation in September, we hope to have
is a good friend of the CRESSET,
tidied up some of the mechanics of
that his job is going
the CRESSET and
to have assured our- ,.
to be a lot easier in
the m o n t h s to
selves of a year's
supply of challeng- 1:"
come. We had a
system around the
ing f e a t u r e rna- ,,.
office of solving all
terial.
crises s i m p I y by
The anticipation
yelling, "Rita!"
of such a vacation
We are fortunate
naturally turns our.A
to have a very
eyes back over the ,A
capable young lady
year since our last
on hand to replace
vacation. Editorial- •
Rita. Her name is
ly, it has probably
Esther Kusch, she is
been our best year
preparing for deain the past five or
coness service, and
six years. Circulaher chief interest in
tion has remained
life at the moment
just about stable,•
PROBLEMS
is entering subscripbut at too low a ,..
tions for the ORESCONTRIBUTORS
figure to permit us
SET.
to do all of the ...
FINAL NOTES
Our b u s i n e s s
things we w o u I d
manager, W i 1 m a r
like to do. FinanBernthal, after comcially, we have felt
pleting a study of
the pinch of in~
our operations through the past year,
creasing costs. The coming year will ~
has requested and has been granted
determine whether the demand for a
magazine such as the CRESSET is._
a year's leave of absence for additional
graduate study. His M.A. trammg
great enough to justify its continued publication.
proved insufficient to explain, to his
satisfaction, how we have managed to
Comment on "In The Subway'!'stay in business. Our operations dur(page 71) by one of our illiterate ~
ing the past year seem to indicate that
editors:
we have refuted at least three basic
economic Jaws, including the law of
It's
supply and demand.
good

editors
£amp

